The Nativity of St. John the Baptist – June 24, 2018
Text:
The Benedictus
Theme:
The Coming of the Last Prophet

In our Gospel for today, we hear from Zechariah. He was a priest in
the line of Aaron, the brother of Moses and he had been called to service in
the temple. This was a greater honor than it might appear to us at first
glance. There were over 2,000 priests in Israel so not everyone got to serve
all the time. Your turn to serve might only come up once every 4 or 5 years.
Now by the time of our text, Zechariah was an old man so he probably had
served 10 or 12 times in his life and he surely knew that this might very well
be the last time he would serve God at his Altar. For a priest, this
is really significant. No matter what else a Pastor might do in his vocation as
a priest of God, our service at the Altar is the most significant service we
offer – to handle the things of God in worship is not something that is easily
put into words, but just ask any retired pastor and he will tell you what he
misses about active duty. He misses proclaiming the Word, baptizing new
believers and consecrating the body and blood of Christ at God’s Altar. He
does not miss going to meetings. He does not miss Synodical conventions,
and he does not, miss paperwork.
At any rate, Zechariah went to work at the temple for what he knew
may well be his last time of service in his lifetime and something quite
unusual happened to him. The Angel Gabriel popped in. As if this were not
enough of a surprise, the angel announced that Zechariah and his wife
Elizabeth would soon be parents. Elizabeth was not able to have children
and was well beyond child-bearing age anyway, so this mirrors the account
1

of Abraham and Sarah almost exactly. It seems that Zechariah thought that
this was a little much and did not believe Gabriel. So he did what human
beings tend to do. He demanded a sign. Well he got one. Because he did
not believe the words of Gabriel, he was struck mute until the child was
brought to the Lord’s temple for circumcision. That means that Zechariah
could not speak for around 10 months. This was both a sign to Zechariah
not to question God and perhaps a gift to Elizabeth. We don’t know. What
we do know is that when he could finally speak once more, he sang.
He had a few months to consider what he would sing but whether he
had written the song during that time or whether the Holy Spirit just moved
him at that moment, he sang what we now call the Benedictus. We hold the
Benedictus as one of the three great canticles of the Church, all of which St.
Luke records for us: The Benedictus of Zechariah, The Magnificat of Mary
the Mother of Our Lord, and The Nunc Dimittis of Simeon. Zechariah begins:

68“Blessed

be the Lord God of Israel,

for he has visited and redeemed his people
69and

has raised up a horn of salvation for us

in the house of his servant David,
70as

he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,

71that

we should be saved from our enemies

and from the hand of all who hate us;
Upon the circumcision of his son, which like Baptism does for us, made
John a member of the family of God, Zechariah recounts the fulfillment of the
great promises of God to redeem his people. He has redeemed us from
2

slavery in Egypt. He redeemed us from exile in Babylon. Now, Zechariah’s
son, John, would herald the Messiah for the final and the greatest
redemption yet. All human beings would be redeemed from Hell. Zechariah
goes on.
72to

show the mercy promised to our fathers

and to remember his holy covenant,
73the

oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us

74that

we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,

might serve him without fear,
75in

holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
Zechariah is very aware of the oath sworn to Father Abraham since he

too had just had his only son in old age. If God can deliver on promises like
that, who would think that he will not deliver on every promise? That’s why
we can serve him without fear. Zechariah is not hampered by modern
thinking that tries to force God to fit into our tiny little parameters. He is
able to think broadly, in an Eastern way, and simply accept that God can do,
and will do the miraculous. You and I are the fulfillment of the oath sworn to
Father Abraham. God promised him that his descendants would be as
numerous as the stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore. Abraham
would never have guessed that God would send his only son to die on a cross
and by his death and resurrection, open the kingdom of God to all the people
of the world.
76And

you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
3

77to

give knowledge of salvation to his people

in the forgiveness of their sins,
78because

of the tender mercy of our God,

whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high
79to

give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,

to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
Finally, he sings to his son. John the Baptist will be the first to proclaim
the coming of Christ. This sunrise is the “S-o-n rise” that shall visit us from
on high. He will give light to those who sit in darkness and he will give life to
those who sit in the shadow of death. That’s us. John the Baptist came to
us. He was the last prophet. He concluded the path of the prophets from
Abraham to Jesus. He connects the Old Testament to the New Testament,
and we are able to see the fulfillment of the promise of salvation that was
made in Genesis chapter 3 when God promised that the seed of Eve would
crush the head of Satan.
It is true that we believe all that we believe by faith, because none of us
were there to witness any of these events or hear any of these promises. We
trust in the Word of God, but that faith we have in the Word of God is ever so
much stronger because of the work of John the Baptist. He became a living
billboard showing Christ to the world and to us. “Behold the Lamb of God
who takes away the sins of the world!” It doesn’t get much clearer than
that.
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does not miss going to meetings. He does not miss Synodical conventions,
and he does not, miss paperwork.
At any rate, Zechariah went to work at the temple for what he knew
may well be his last time of service in his lifetime and something quite
unusual happened to him. The Angel Gabriel popped in. As if this were not
enough of a surprise, the angel announced that Zechariah and his wife
Elizabeth would soon be parents. Elizabeth was not able to have children
and was well beyond child-bearing age anyway, so this mirrors the account
1

of Abraham and Sarah almost exactly. It seems that Zechariah thought that
this was a little much and did not believe Gabriel. So he did what human
beings tend to do. He demanded a sign. Well he got one. Because he did
not believe the words of Gabriel, he was struck mute until the child was
brought to the Lord’s temple for circumcision. That means that Zechariah
could not speak for around 10 months. This was both a sign to Zechariah
not to question God and perhaps a gift to Elizabeth. We don’t know. What
we do know is that when he could finally speak once more, he sang.
He had a few months to consider what he would sing but whether he
had written the song during that time or whether the Holy Spirit just moved
him at that moment, he sang what we now call the Benedictus. We hold the
Benedictus as one of the three great canticles of the Church, all of which St.
Luke records for us: The Benedictus of Zechariah, The Magnificat of Mary
the Mother of Our Lord, and The Nunc Dimittis of Simeon. Zechariah begins:

68“Blessed

be the Lord God of Israel,

for he has visited and redeemed his people
69and

has raised up a horn of salvation for us

in the house of his servant David,
70as

he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,

71that

we should be saved from our enemies

and from the hand of all who hate us;
Upon the circumcision of his son, which like Baptism does for us, made
John a member of the family of God, Zechariah recounts the fulfillment of the
great promises of God to redeem his people. He has redeemed us from
2

slavery in Egypt. He redeemed us from exile in Babylon. Now, Zechariah’s
son, John, would herald the Messiah for the final and the greatest
redemption yet. All human beings would be redeemed from Hell. Zechariah
goes on.
72to

show the mercy promised to our fathers

and to remember his holy covenant,
73the

oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us

74that

we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,

might serve him without fear,
75in

holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
Zechariah is very aware of the oath sworn to Father Abraham since he

too had just had his only son in old age. If God can deliver on promises like
that, who would think that he will not deliver on every promise? That’s why
we can serve him without fear. Zechariah is not hampered by modern
thinking that tries to force God to fit into our tiny little parameters. He is
able to think broadly, in an Eastern way, and simply accept that God can do,
and will do the miraculous. You and I are the fulfillment of the oath sworn to
Father Abraham. God promised him that his descendants would be as
numerous as the stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore. Abraham
would never have guessed that God would send his only son to die on a cross
and by his death and resurrection, open the kingdom of God to all the people
of the world.
76And

you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
3

77to

give knowledge of salvation to his people

in the forgiveness of their sins,
78because

of the tender mercy of our God,

whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high
79to

give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,

to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
Finally, he sings to his son. John the Baptist will be the first to proclaim
the coming of Christ. This sunrise is the “S-o-n rise” that shall visit us from
on high. He will give light to those who sit in darkness and he will give life to
those who sit in the shadow of death. That’s us. John the Baptist came to
us. He was the last prophet. He concluded the path of the prophets from
Abraham to Jesus. He connects the Old Testament to the New Testament,
and we are able to see the fulfillment of the promise of salvation that was
made in Genesis chapter 3 when God promised that the seed of Eve would
crush the head of Satan.
It is true that we believe all that we believe by faith, because none of us
were there to witness any of these events or hear any of these promises. We
trust in the Word of God, but that faith we have in the Word of God is ever so
much stronger because of the work of John the Baptist. He became a living
billboard showing Christ to the world and to us. “Behold the Lamb of God
who takes away the sins of the world!” It doesn’t get much clearer than
that.
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Now by the time of our text, Zechariah was an old man so he probably had
served 10 or 12 times in his life and he surely knew that this might very well
be the last time he would serve God at his Altar. For a priest, this
is really significant. No matter what else a Pastor might do in his vocation as
a priest of God, our service at the Altar is the most significant service we
offer – to handle the things of God in worship is not something that is easily
put into words, but just ask any retired pastor and he will tell you what he
misses about active duty. He misses proclaiming the Word, baptizing new
believers and consecrating the body and blood of Christ at God’s Altar. He
does not miss going to meetings. He does not miss Synodical conventions,
and he does not, miss paperwork.
At any rate, Zechariah went to work at the temple for what he knew
may well be his last time of service in his lifetime and something quite
unusual happened to him. The Angel Gabriel popped in. As if this were not
enough of a surprise, the angel announced that Zechariah and his wife
Elizabeth would soon be parents. Elizabeth was not able to have children
and was well beyond child-bearing age anyway, so this mirrors the account
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of Abraham and Sarah almost exactly. It seems that Zechariah thought that
this was a little much and did not believe Gabriel. So he did what human
beings tend to do. He demanded a sign. Well he got one. Because he did
not believe the words of Gabriel, he was struck mute until the child was
brought to the Lord’s temple for circumcision. That means that Zechariah
could not speak for around 10 months. This was both a sign to Zechariah
not to question God and perhaps a gift to Elizabeth. We don’t know. What
we do know is that when he could finally speak once more, he sang.
He had a few months to consider what he would sing but whether he
had written the song during that time or whether the Holy Spirit just moved
him at that moment, he sang what we now call the Benedictus. We hold the
Benedictus as one of the three great canticles of the Church, all of which St.
Luke records for us: The Benedictus of Zechariah, The Magnificat of Mary
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too had just had his only son in old age. If God can deliver on promises like
that, who would think that he will not deliver on every promise? That’s why
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brought to the Lord’s temple for circumcision. That means that Zechariah
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too had just had his only son in old age. If God can deliver on promises like
that, who would think that he will not deliver on every promise? That’s why
we can serve him without fear. Zechariah is not hampered by modern
thinking that tries to force God to fit into our tiny little parameters. He is
able to think broadly, in an Eastern way, and simply accept that God can do,
and will do the miraculous. You and I are the fulfillment of the oath sworn to
Father Abraham. God promised him that his descendants would be as
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the coming of Christ. This sunrise is the “S-o-n rise” that shall visit us from
on high. He will give light to those who sit in darkness and he will give life to
those who sit in the shadow of death. That’s us. John the Baptist came to
us. He was the last prophet. He concluded the path of the prophets from
Abraham to Jesus. He connects the Old Testament to the New Testament,
and we are able to see the fulfillment of the promise of salvation that was
made in Genesis chapter 3 when God promised that the seed of Eve would
crush the head of Satan.
It is true that we believe all that we believe by faith, because none of us
were there to witness any of these events or hear any of these promises. We
trust in the Word of God, but that faith we have in the Word of God is ever so
much stronger because of the work of John the Baptist. He became a living
billboard showing Christ to the world and to us. “Behold the Lamb of God
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not to question God and perhaps a gift to Elizabeth. We don’t know. What
we do know is that when he could finally speak once more, he sang.
He had a few months to consider what he would sing but whether he
had written the song during that time or whether the Holy Spirit just moved
him at that moment, he sang what we now call the Benedictus. We hold the
Benedictus as one of the three great canticles of the Church, all of which St.
Luke records for us: The Benedictus of Zechariah, The Magnificat of Mary
the Mother of Our Lord, and The Nunc Dimittis of Simeon. Zechariah begins:

68“Blessed

be the Lord God of Israel,

for he has visited and redeemed his people
69and

has raised up a horn of salvation for us

in the house of his servant David,
70as

he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,

71that

we should be saved from our enemies

and from the hand of all who hate us;
Upon the circumcision of his son, which like Baptism does for us, made
John a member of the family of God, Zechariah recounts the fulfillment of the
great promises of God to redeem his people. He has redeemed us from
2

slavery in Egypt. He redeemed us from exile in Babylon. Now, Zechariah’s
son, John, would herald the Messiah for the final and the greatest
redemption yet. All human beings would be redeemed from Hell. Zechariah
goes on.
72to

show the mercy promised to our fathers

and to remember his holy covenant,
73the

oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us

74that

we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,

might serve him without fear,
75in

holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
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too had just had his only son in old age. If God can deliver on promises like
that, who would think that he will not deliver on every promise? That’s why
we can serve him without fear. Zechariah is not hampered by modern
thinking that tries to force God to fit into our tiny little parameters. He is
able to think broadly, in an Eastern way, and simply accept that God can do,
and will do the miraculous. You and I are the fulfillment of the oath sworn to
Father Abraham. God promised him that his descendants would be as
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beings tend to do. He demanded a sign. Well he got one. Because he did
not believe the words of Gabriel, he was struck mute until the child was
brought to the Lord’s temple for circumcision. That means that Zechariah
could not speak for around 10 months. This was both a sign to Zechariah
not to question God and perhaps a gift to Elizabeth. We don’t know. What
we do know is that when he could finally speak once more, he sang.
He had a few months to consider what he would sing but whether he
had written the song during that time or whether the Holy Spirit just moved
him at that moment, he sang what we now call the Benedictus. We hold the
Benedictus as one of the three great canticles of the Church, all of which St.
Luke records for us: The Benedictus of Zechariah, The Magnificat of Mary
the Mother of Our Lord, and The Nunc Dimittis of Simeon. Zechariah begins:

68“Blessed

be the Lord God of Israel,

for he has visited and redeemed his people
69and

has raised up a horn of salvation for us

in the house of his servant David,
70as

he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,

71that

we should be saved from our enemies

and from the hand of all who hate us;
Upon the circumcision of his son, which like Baptism does for us, made
John a member of the family of God, Zechariah recounts the fulfillment of the
great promises of God to redeem his people. He has redeemed us from
2

slavery in Egypt. He redeemed us from exile in Babylon. Now, Zechariah’s
son, John, would herald the Messiah for the final and the greatest
redemption yet. All human beings would be redeemed from Hell. Zechariah
goes on.
72to

show the mercy promised to our fathers

and to remember his holy covenant,
73the

oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us

74that

we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,

might serve him without fear,
75in

holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
Zechariah is very aware of the oath sworn to Father Abraham since he

too had just had his only son in old age. If God can deliver on promises like
that, who would think that he will not deliver on every promise? That’s why
we can serve him without fear. Zechariah is not hampered by modern
thinking that tries to force God to fit into our tiny little parameters. He is
able to think broadly, in an Eastern way, and simply accept that God can do,
and will do the miraculous. You and I are the fulfillment of the oath sworn to
Father Abraham. God promised him that his descendants would be as
numerous as the stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore. Abraham
would never have guessed that God would send his only son to die on a cross
and by his death and resurrection, open the kingdom of God to all the people
of the world.
76And

you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
3

77to

give knowledge of salvation to his people

in the forgiveness of their sins,
78because

of the tender mercy of our God,

whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high
79to

give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,

to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
Finally, he sings to his son. John the Baptist will be the first to proclaim
the coming of Christ. This sunrise is the “S-o-n rise” that shall visit us from
on high. He will give light to those who sit in darkness and he will give life to
those who sit in the shadow of death. That’s us. John the Baptist came to
us. He was the last prophet. He concluded the path of the prophets from
Abraham to Jesus. He connects the Old Testament to the New Testament,
and we are able to see the fulfillment of the promise of salvation that was
made in Genesis chapter 3 when God promised that the seed of Eve would
crush the head of Satan.
It is true that we believe all that we believe by faith, because none of us
were there to witness any of these events or hear any of these promises. We
trust in the Word of God, but that faith we have in the Word of God is ever so
much stronger because of the work of John the Baptist. He became a living
billboard showing Christ to the world and to us. “Behold the Lamb of God
who takes away the sins of the world!” It doesn’t get much clearer than
that.
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In our Gospel for today, we hear from Zechariah. He was a priest in
the line of Aaron, the brother of Moses and he had been called to service in
the temple. This was a greater honor than it might appear to us at first
glance. There were over 2,000 priests in Israel so not everyone got to serve
all the time. Your turn to serve might only come up once every 4 or 5 years.
Now by the time of our text, Zechariah was an old man so he probably had
served 10 or 12 times in his life and he surely knew that this might very well
be the last time he would serve God at his Altar. For a priest, this
is really significant. No matter what else a Pastor might do in his vocation as
a priest of God, our service at the Altar is the most significant service we
offer – to handle the things of God in worship is not something that is easily
put into words, but just ask any retired pastor and he will tell you what he
misses about active duty. He misses proclaiming the Word, baptizing new
believers and consecrating the body and blood of Christ at God’s Altar. He
does not miss going to meetings. He does not miss Synodical conventions,
and he does not, miss paperwork.
At any rate, Zechariah went to work at the temple for what he knew
may well be his last time of service in his lifetime and something quite
unusual happened to him. The Angel Gabriel popped in. As if this were not
enough of a surprise, the angel announced that Zechariah and his wife
Elizabeth would soon be parents. Elizabeth was not able to have children
and was well beyond child-bearing age anyway, so this mirrors the account
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of Abraham and Sarah almost exactly. It seems that Zechariah thought that
this was a little much and did not believe Gabriel. So he did what human
beings tend to do. He demanded a sign. Well he got one. Because he did
not believe the words of Gabriel, he was struck mute until the child was
brought to the Lord’s temple for circumcision. That means that Zechariah
could not speak for around 10 months. This was both a sign to Zechariah
not to question God and perhaps a gift to Elizabeth. We don’t know. What
we do know is that when he could finally speak once more, he sang.
He had a few months to consider what he would sing but whether he
had written the song during that time or whether the Holy Spirit just moved
him at that moment, he sang what we now call the Benedictus. We hold the
Benedictus as one of the three great canticles of the Church, all of which St.
Luke records for us: The Benedictus of Zechariah, The Magnificat of Mary
the Mother of Our Lord, and The Nunc Dimittis of Simeon. Zechariah begins:

68“Blessed

be the Lord God of Israel,

for he has visited and redeemed his people
69and
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in the house of his servant David,
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he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,

71that

we should be saved from our enemies

and from the hand of all who hate us;
Upon the circumcision of his son, which like Baptism does for us, made
John a member of the family of God, Zechariah recounts the fulfillment of the
great promises of God to redeem his people. He has redeemed us from
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son, John, would herald the Messiah for the final and the greatest
redemption yet. All human beings would be redeemed from Hell. Zechariah
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73the

oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us

74that

we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,

might serve him without fear,
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holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
Zechariah is very aware of the oath sworn to Father Abraham since he

too had just had his only son in old age. If God can deliver on promises like
that, who would think that he will not deliver on every promise? That’s why
we can serve him without fear. Zechariah is not hampered by modern
thinking that tries to force God to fit into our tiny little parameters. He is
able to think broadly, in an Eastern way, and simply accept that God can do,
and will do the miraculous. You and I are the fulfillment of the oath sworn to
Father Abraham. God promised him that his descendants would be as
numerous as the stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore. Abraham
would never have guessed that God would send his only son to die on a cross
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does not miss going to meetings. He does not miss Synodical conventions,
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beings tend to do. He demanded a sign. Well he got one. Because he did
not believe the words of Gabriel, he was struck mute until the child was
brought to the Lord’s temple for circumcision. That means that Zechariah
could not speak for around 10 months. This was both a sign to Zechariah
not to question God and perhaps a gift to Elizabeth. We don’t know. What
we do know is that when he could finally speak once more, he sang.
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too had just had his only son in old age. If God can deliver on promises like
that, who would think that he will not deliver on every promise? That’s why
we can serve him without fear. Zechariah is not hampered by modern
thinking that tries to force God to fit into our tiny little parameters. He is
able to think broadly, in an Eastern way, and simply accept that God can do,
and will do the miraculous. You and I are the fulfillment of the oath sworn to
Father Abraham. God promised him that his descendants would be as
numerous as the stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore. Abraham
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the coming of Christ. This sunrise is the “S-o-n rise” that shall visit us from
on high. He will give light to those who sit in darkness and he will give life to
those who sit in the shadow of death. That’s us. John the Baptist came to
us. He was the last prophet. He concluded the path of the prophets from
Abraham to Jesus. He connects the Old Testament to the New Testament,
and we are able to see the fulfillment of the promise of salvation that was
made in Genesis chapter 3 when God promised that the seed of Eve would
crush the head of Satan.
It is true that we believe all that we believe by faith, because none of us
were there to witness any of these events or hear any of these promises. We
trust in the Word of God, but that faith we have in the Word of God is ever so
much stronger because of the work of John the Baptist. He became a living
billboard showing Christ to the world and to us. “Behold the Lamb of God
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and was well beyond child-bearing age anyway, so this mirrors the account
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this was a little much and did not believe Gabriel. So he did what human
beings tend to do. He demanded a sign. Well he got one. Because he did
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brought to the Lord’s temple for circumcision. That means that Zechariah
could not speak for around 10 months. This was both a sign to Zechariah
not to question God and perhaps a gift to Elizabeth. We don’t know. What
we do know is that when he could finally speak once more, he sang.
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John a member of the family of God, Zechariah recounts the fulfillment of the
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too had just had his only son in old age. If God can deliver on promises like
that, who would think that he will not deliver on every promise? That’s why
we can serve him without fear. Zechariah is not hampered by modern
thinking that tries to force God to fit into our tiny little parameters. He is
able to think broadly, in an Eastern way, and simply accept that God can do,
and will do the miraculous. You and I are the fulfillment of the oath sworn to
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numerous as the stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore. Abraham
would never have guessed that God would send his only son to die on a cross
and by his death and resurrection, open the kingdom of God to all the people
of the world.
76And

you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
3

77to

give knowledge of salvation to his people

in the forgiveness of their sins,
78because

of the tender mercy of our God,

whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high
79to

give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,

to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
Finally, he sings to his son. John the Baptist will be the first to proclaim
the coming of Christ. This sunrise is the “S-o-n rise” that shall visit us from
on high. He will give light to those who sit in darkness and he will give life to
those who sit in the shadow of death. That’s us. John the Baptist came to
us. He was the last prophet. He concluded the path of the prophets from
Abraham to Jesus. He connects the Old Testament to the New Testament,
and we are able to see the fulfillment of the promise of salvation that was
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Luke records for us: The Benedictus of Zechariah, The Magnificat of Mary
the Mother of Our Lord, and The Nunc Dimittis of Simeon. Zechariah begins:

68“Blessed

be the Lord God of Israel,

for he has visited and redeemed his people
69and

has raised up a horn of salvation for us

in the house of his servant David,
70as

he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,

71that

we should be saved from our enemies

and from the hand of all who hate us;
Upon the circumcision of his son, which like Baptism does for us, made
John a member of the family of God, Zechariah recounts the fulfillment of the
great promises of God to redeem his people. He has redeemed us from
2

slavery in Egypt. He redeemed us from exile in Babylon. Now, Zechariah’s
son, John, would herald the Messiah for the final and the greatest
redemption yet. All human beings would be redeemed from Hell. Zechariah
goes on.
72to

show the mercy promised to our fathers

and to remember his holy covenant,
73the

oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us

74that

we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,

might serve him without fear,
75in

holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
Zechariah is very aware of the oath sworn to Father Abraham since he

too had just had his only son in old age. If God can deliver on promises like
that, who would think that he will not deliver on every promise? That’s why
we can serve him without fear. Zechariah is not hampered by modern
thinking that tries to force God to fit into our tiny little parameters. He is
able to think broadly, in an Eastern way, and simply accept that God can do,
and will do the miraculous. You and I are the fulfillment of the oath sworn to
Father Abraham. God promised him that his descendants would be as
numerous as the stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore. Abraham
would never have guessed that God would send his only son to die on a cross
and by his death and resurrection, open the kingdom of God to all the people
of the world.
76And

you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
3

77to

give knowledge of salvation to his people

in the forgiveness of their sins,
78because

of the tender mercy of our God,

whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high
79to

give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,

to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
Finally, he sings to his son. John the Baptist will be the first to proclaim
the coming of Christ. This sunrise is the “S-o-n rise” that shall visit us from
on high. He will give light to those who sit in darkness and he will give life to
those who sit in the shadow of death. That’s us. John the Baptist came to
us. He was the last prophet. He concluded the path of the prophets from
Abraham to Jesus. He connects the Old Testament to the New Testament,
and we are able to see the fulfillment of the promise of salvation that was
made in Genesis chapter 3 when God promised that the seed of Eve would
crush the head of Satan.
It is true that we believe all that we believe by faith, because none of us
were there to witness any of these events or hear any of these promises. We
trust in the Word of God, but that faith we have in the Word of God is ever so
much stronger because of the work of John the Baptist. He became a living
billboard showing Christ to the world and to us. “Behold the Lamb of God
who takes away the sins of the world!” It doesn’t get much clearer than
that.

4

The Nativity of St. John the Baptist – June 24, 2018
Text:
The Benedictus
Theme:
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In our Gospel for today, we hear from Zechariah. He was a priest in
the line of Aaron, the brother of Moses and he had been called to service in
the temple. This was a greater honor than it might appear to us at first
glance. There were over 2,000 priests in Israel so not everyone got to serve
all the time. Your turn to serve might only come up once every 4 or 5 years.
Now by the time of our text, Zechariah was an old man so he probably had
served 10 or 12 times in his life and he surely knew that this might very well
be the last time he would serve God at his Altar. For a priest, this
is really significant. No matter what else a Pastor might do in his vocation as
a priest of God, our service at the Altar is the most significant service we
offer – to handle the things of God in worship is not something that is easily
put into words, but just ask any retired pastor and he will tell you what he
misses about active duty. He misses proclaiming the Word, baptizing new
believers and consecrating the body and blood of Christ at God’s Altar. He
does not miss going to meetings. He does not miss Synodical conventions,
and he does not, miss paperwork.
At any rate, Zechariah went to work at the temple for what he knew
may well be his last time of service in his lifetime and something quite
unusual happened to him. The Angel Gabriel popped in. As if this were not
enough of a surprise, the angel announced that Zechariah and his wife
Elizabeth would soon be parents. Elizabeth was not able to have children
and was well beyond child-bearing age anyway, so this mirrors the account
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of Abraham and Sarah almost exactly. It seems that Zechariah thought that
this was a little much and did not believe Gabriel. So he did what human
beings tend to do. He demanded a sign. Well he got one. Because he did
not believe the words of Gabriel, he was struck mute until the child was
brought to the Lord’s temple for circumcision. That means that Zechariah
could not speak for around 10 months. This was both a sign to Zechariah
not to question God and perhaps a gift to Elizabeth. We don’t know. What
we do know is that when he could finally speak once more, he sang.
He had a few months to consider what he would sing but whether he
had written the song during that time or whether the Holy Spirit just moved
him at that moment, he sang what we now call the Benedictus. We hold the
Benedictus as one of the three great canticles of the Church, all of which St.
Luke records for us: The Benedictus of Zechariah, The Magnificat of Mary
the Mother of Our Lord, and The Nunc Dimittis of Simeon. Zechariah begins:
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be the Lord God of Israel,

for he has visited and redeemed his people
69and

has raised up a horn of salvation for us

in the house of his servant David,
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he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,

71that

we should be saved from our enemies

and from the hand of all who hate us;
Upon the circumcision of his son, which like Baptism does for us, made
John a member of the family of God, Zechariah recounts the fulfillment of the
great promises of God to redeem his people. He has redeemed us from
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slavery in Egypt. He redeemed us from exile in Babylon. Now, Zechariah’s
son, John, would herald the Messiah for the final and the greatest
redemption yet. All human beings would be redeemed from Hell. Zechariah
goes on.
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and to remember his holy covenant,
73the

oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us

74that

we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,

might serve him without fear,
75in

holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
Zechariah is very aware of the oath sworn to Father Abraham since he

too had just had his only son in old age. If God can deliver on promises like
that, who would think that he will not deliver on every promise? That’s why
we can serve him without fear. Zechariah is not hampered by modern
thinking that tries to force God to fit into our tiny little parameters. He is
able to think broadly, in an Eastern way, and simply accept that God can do,
and will do the miraculous. You and I are the fulfillment of the oath sworn to
Father Abraham. God promised him that his descendants would be as
numerous as the stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore. Abraham
would never have guessed that God would send his only son to die on a cross
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too had just had his only son in old age. If God can deliver on promises like
that, who would think that he will not deliver on every promise? That’s why
we can serve him without fear. Zechariah is not hampered by modern
thinking that tries to force God to fit into our tiny little parameters. He is
able to think broadly, in an Eastern way, and simply accept that God can do,
and will do the miraculous. You and I are the fulfillment of the oath sworn to
Father Abraham. God promised him that his descendants would be as
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the coming of Christ. This sunrise is the “S-o-n rise” that shall visit us from
on high. He will give light to those who sit in darkness and he will give life to
those who sit in the shadow of death. That’s us. John the Baptist came to
us. He was the last prophet. He concluded the path of the prophets from
Abraham to Jesus. He connects the Old Testament to the New Testament,
and we are able to see the fulfillment of the promise of salvation that was
made in Genesis chapter 3 when God promised that the seed of Eve would
crush the head of Satan.
It is true that we believe all that we believe by faith, because none of us
were there to witness any of these events or hear any of these promises. We
trust in the Word of God, but that faith we have in the Word of God is ever so
much stronger because of the work of John the Baptist. He became a living
billboard showing Christ to the world and to us. “Behold the Lamb of God
who takes away the sins of the world!” It doesn’t get much clearer than
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slavery in Egypt. He redeemed us from exile in Babylon. Now, Zechariah’s
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Zechariah is very aware of the oath sworn to Father Abraham since he

too had just had his only son in old age. If God can deliver on promises like
that, who would think that he will not deliver on every promise? That’s why
we can serve him without fear. Zechariah is not hampered by modern
thinking that tries to force God to fit into our tiny little parameters. He is
able to think broadly, in an Eastern way, and simply accept that God can do,
and will do the miraculous. You and I are the fulfillment of the oath sworn to
Father Abraham. God promised him that his descendants would be as
numerous as the stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore. Abraham
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It is true that we believe all that we believe by faith, because none of us
were there to witness any of these events or hear any of these promises. We
trust in the Word of God, but that faith we have in the Word of God is ever so
much stronger because of the work of John the Baptist. He became a living
billboard showing Christ to the world and to us. “Behold the Lamb of God
who takes away the sins of the world!” It doesn’t get much clearer than
that.
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great promises of God to redeem his people. He has redeemed us from
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slavery in Egypt. He redeemed us from exile in Babylon. Now, Zechariah’s
son, John, would herald the Messiah for the final and the greatest
redemption yet. All human beings would be redeemed from Hell. Zechariah
goes on.
72to

show the mercy promised to our fathers

and to remember his holy covenant,
73the

oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us

74that

we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,

might serve him without fear,
75in

holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
Zechariah is very aware of the oath sworn to Father Abraham since he

too had just had his only son in old age. If God can deliver on promises like
that, who would think that he will not deliver on every promise? That’s why
we can serve him without fear. Zechariah is not hampered by modern
thinking that tries to force God to fit into our tiny little parameters. He is
able to think broadly, in an Eastern way, and simply accept that God can do,
and will do the miraculous. You and I are the fulfillment of the oath sworn to
Father Abraham. God promised him that his descendants would be as
numerous as the stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore. Abraham
would never have guessed that God would send his only son to die on a cross
and by his death and resurrection, open the kingdom of God to all the people
of the world.
76And

you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
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77to

give knowledge of salvation to his people

in the forgiveness of their sins,
78because

of the tender mercy of our God,

whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high
79to

give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,

to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
Finally, he sings to his son. John the Baptist will be the first to proclaim
the coming of Christ. This sunrise is the “S-o-n rise” that shall visit us from
on high. He will give light to those who sit in darkness and he will give life to
those who sit in the shadow of death. That’s us. John the Baptist came to
us. He was the last prophet. He concluded the path of the prophets from
Abraham to Jesus. He connects the Old Testament to the New Testament,
and we are able to see the fulfillment of the promise of salvation that was
made in Genesis chapter 3 when God promised that the seed of Eve would
crush the head of Satan.
It is true that we believe all that we believe by faith, because none of us
were there to witness any of these events or hear any of these promises. We
trust in the Word of God, but that faith we have in the Word of God is ever so
much stronger because of the work of John the Baptist. He became a living
billboard showing Christ to the world and to us. “Behold the Lamb of God
who takes away the sins of the world!” It doesn’t get much clearer than
that.
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