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But how do you know? That is a question that has been asked
of me many times. But how do you know? Regardless of what it is,
when I state the answer, I hear, “But how do you know?” “How
can you be so confident?” “Why do you always think you’re right?”
I answer that question with something that tends to irritate the
person even more, but it is the truth. It’s not that I think I’m right.
It’s that I know I’m right. How can I be so certain?
I have been given a right understanding. That is what we
prayed for in the collect today and I believe that God gives us what
we ask for when it is his will and it glorifies him. We prayed,
“Grant us in our day by the same Spirit to have a right
understanding in all things and evermore to rejoice in His holy
consolation.” Now, understand this. I do not answer conclusively
unless the question falls within the Lord’s parameters and
therefore, I am certain that I am right. And I am only certain that I
am right in matters of faith and doctrine because I am not speaking
my opinion but the Lord’s Word. So if you ask me if you should
diversify your portfolio by purchasing stock in a local start-up, I
will refer you to Matt Thompson who knows infinitely more about
money than I do. If you ask me what that weird clunking sound is
1

whenever you turn corners I will refer you either to Mike Ticaric or
Dr. Boudro, depending on whether the sound is coming from you or
your car. But if you ask me if breaking the 4 th Commandment will
really have any serious consequences for you, I will answer yes
with decisiveness and you will know that I know I am right. I will
speak as one with authority because that authority has been given
to me.
But here’s something that too few Christians know. The
authority has been given to you as well. Jesus said in our Gospel,
“Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his
heart will flow rivers of living water.’” Now this he said about the
Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet
the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”
He said, “Whoever believes in me.” He did say those who believe
in me and have a certain degree or a certain title. Whoever
believes in Christ will be like the men of whom we are told in
Numbers.
We’re told that Moses prayed for some help and God lowered
his Spirit unto men who then began to prophesy. The word for
Spirit is also the Hebrew word for breath. You only know whether
it is “Spirit” or “breath” from the context of the word. But in
Numbers we see God breathe out his Spirit unto the men who were
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to help Moses and the breath of God, the same breath which gave
life to Adam, changed them so that they would be able to do what
God needed them to do.
Now Jesus gives that Spirit to all of us. The Holy Spirit gives us
a right understanding in all things and when we are speaking what
the Spirit speaks we know without a doubt that we are right. In
fact, the only time on this earth that I know that I am right is when
I am saying what God has already said. And the more you read the
Scriptures, the more you know. God has had everything we need
to know written down and he gives that book to us.
So, if you get irritated that I am speaking as though I know I’m
right, remember that you too can do the same. You too can speak
with complete certainty whenever you are speaking what God has
said. That is how you know. When the Baptismal waters were
poured over your head the Holy Spirit entered you and opens your
heart and mind to rightly understand the Holy Scriptures. Read
them. Memorize them and have a right understanding of all things
that are most important.
This is an enormous gift that has been given to you. Please
understand that unbelievers are not necessarily refusing to believe.
It may well be that the Holy Spirit has not opened their hearts and
they cannot believe. I know it seems easy to you. You have the
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Holy Spirit dwelling within you and they do not. All we can do is
what the prophets of old did. We proclaim God’s Word over and
over again. We tell people of God’s love for them, especially
children because their hearts are not yet hard. And we pray for the
Spirit to work yet again.
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Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet
the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”
He said, “Whoever believes in me.” He did say those who believe
in me and have a certain degree or a certain title. Whoever
believes in Christ will be like the men of whom we are told in
Numbers.
We’re told that Moses prayed for some help and God lowered
his Spirit unto men who then began to prophesy. The word for
Spirit is also the Hebrew word for breath. You only know whether
it is “Spirit” or “breath” from the context of the word. But in
Numbers we see God breathe out his Spirit unto the men who were
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to help Moses and the breath of God, the same breath which gave
life to Adam, changed them so that they would be able to do what
God needed them to do.
Now Jesus gives that Spirit to all of us. The Holy Spirit gives us
a right understanding in all things and when we are speaking what
the Spirit speaks we know without a doubt that we are right. In
fact, the only time on this earth that I know that I am right is when
I am saying what God has already said. And the more you read the
Scriptures, the more you know. God has had everything we need
to know written down and he gives that book to us.
So, if you get irritated that I am speaking as though I know I’m
right, remember that you too can do the same. You too can speak
with complete certainty whenever you are speaking what God has
said. That is how you know. When the Baptismal waters were
poured over your head the Holy Spirit entered you and opens your
heart and mind to rightly understand the Holy Scriptures. Read
them. Memorize them and have a right understanding of all things
that are most important.
This is an enormous gift that has been given to you. Please
understand that unbelievers are not necessarily refusing to believe.
It may well be that the Holy Spirit has not opened their hearts and
they cannot believe. I know it seems easy to you. You have the

3

Holy Spirit dwelling within you and they do not. All we can do is
what the prophets of old did. We proclaim God’s Word over and
over again. We tell people of God’s love for them, especially
children because their hearts are not yet hard. And we pray for the
Spirit to work yet again.
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But how do you know? That is a question that has been asked
of me many times. But how do you know? Regardless of what it is,
when I state the answer, I hear, “But how do you know?” “How
can you be so confident?” “Why do you always think you’re right?”
I answer that question with something that tends to irritate the
person even more, but it is the truth. It’s not that I think I’m right.
It’s that I know I’m right. How can I be so certain?
I have been given a right understanding. That is what we
prayed for in the collect today and I believe that God gives us what
we ask for when it is his will and it glorifies him. We prayed,
“Grant us in our day by the same Spirit to have a right
understanding in all things and evermore to rejoice in His holy
consolation.” Now, understand this. I do not answer conclusively
unless the question falls within the Lord’s parameters and
therefore, I am certain that I am right. And I am only certain that I
am right in matters of faith and doctrine because I am not speaking
my opinion but the Lord’s Word. So if you ask me if you should
diversify your portfolio by purchasing stock in a local start-up, I
will refer you to Matt Thompson who knows infinitely more about
money than I do. If you ask me what that weird clunking sound is
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whenever you turn corners I will refer you either to Mike Ticaric or
Dr. Boudro, depending on whether the sound is coming from you or
your car. But if you ask me if breaking the 4 th Commandment will
really have any serious consequences for you, I will answer yes
with decisiveness and you will know that I know I am right. I will
speak as one with authority because that authority has been given
to me.
But here’s something that too few Christians know. The
authority has been given to you as well. Jesus said in our Gospel,
“Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his
heart will flow rivers of living water.’” Now this he said about the
Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet
the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”
He said, “Whoever believes in me.” He did say those who believe
in me and have a certain degree or a certain title. Whoever
believes in Christ will be like the men of whom we are told in
Numbers.
We’re told that Moses prayed for some help and God lowered
his Spirit unto men who then began to prophesy. The word for
Spirit is also the Hebrew word for breath. You only know whether
it is “Spirit” or “breath” from the context of the word. But in
Numbers we see God breathe out his Spirit unto the men who were
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to help Moses and the breath of God, the same breath which gave
life to Adam, changed them so that they would be able to do what
God needed them to do.
Now Jesus gives that Spirit to all of us. The Holy Spirit gives us
a right understanding in all things and when we are speaking what
the Spirit speaks we know without a doubt that we are right. In
fact, the only time on this earth that I know that I am right is when
I am saying what God has already said. And the more you read the
Scriptures, the more you know. God has had everything we need
to know written down and he gives that book to us.
So, if you get irritated that I am speaking as though I know I’m
right, remember that you too can do the same. You too can speak
with complete certainty whenever you are speaking what God has
said. That is how you know. When the Baptismal waters were
poured over your head the Holy Spirit entered you and opens your
heart and mind to rightly understand the Holy Scriptures. Read
them. Memorize them and have a right understanding of all things
that are most important.
This is an enormous gift that has been given to you. Please
understand that unbelievers are not necessarily refusing to believe.
It may well be that the Holy Spirit has not opened their hearts and
they cannot believe. I know it seems easy to you. You have the
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Holy Spirit dwelling within you and they do not. All we can do is
what the prophets of old did. We proclaim God’s Word over and
over again. We tell people of God’s love for them, especially
children because their hearts are not yet hard. And we pray for the
Spirit to work yet again.
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Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet
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in me and have a certain degree or a certain title. Whoever
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Spirit is also the Hebrew word for breath. You only know whether
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to help Moses and the breath of God, the same breath which gave
life to Adam, changed them so that they would be able to do what
God needed them to do.
Now Jesus gives that Spirit to all of us. The Holy Spirit gives us
a right understanding in all things and when we are speaking what
the Spirit speaks we know without a doubt that we are right. In
fact, the only time on this earth that I know that I am right is when
I am saying what God has already said. And the more you read the
Scriptures, the more you know. God has had everything we need
to know written down and he gives that book to us.
So, if you get irritated that I am speaking as though I know I’m
right, remember that you too can do the same. You too can speak
with complete certainty whenever you are speaking what God has
said. That is how you know. When the Baptismal waters were
poured over your head the Holy Spirit entered you and opens your
heart and mind to rightly understand the Holy Scriptures. Read
them. Memorize them and have a right understanding of all things
that are most important.
This is an enormous gift that has been given to you. Please
understand that unbelievers are not necessarily refusing to believe.
It may well be that the Holy Spirit has not opened their hearts and
they cannot believe. I know it seems easy to you. You have the
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Holy Spirit dwelling within you and they do not. All we can do is
what the prophets of old did. We proclaim God’s Word over and
over again. We tell people of God’s love for them, especially
children because their hearts are not yet hard. And we pray for the
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He said, “Whoever believes in me.” He did say those who believe
in me and have a certain degree or a certain title. Whoever
believes in Christ will be like the men of whom we are told in
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Spirit is also the Hebrew word for breath. You only know whether
it is “Spirit” or “breath” from the context of the word. But in
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to help Moses and the breath of God, the same breath which gave
life to Adam, changed them so that they would be able to do what
God needed them to do.
Now Jesus gives that Spirit to all of us. The Holy Spirit gives us
a right understanding in all things and when we are speaking what
the Spirit speaks we know without a doubt that we are right. In
fact, the only time on this earth that I know that I am right is when
I am saying what God has already said. And the more you read the
Scriptures, the more you know. God has had everything we need
to know written down and he gives that book to us.
So, if you get irritated that I am speaking as though I know I’m
right, remember that you too can do the same. You too can speak
with complete certainty whenever you are speaking what God has
said. That is how you know. When the Baptismal waters were
poured over your head the Holy Spirit entered you and opens your
heart and mind to rightly understand the Holy Scriptures. Read
them. Memorize them and have a right understanding of all things
that are most important.
This is an enormous gift that has been given to you. Please
understand that unbelievers are not necessarily refusing to believe.
It may well be that the Holy Spirit has not opened their hearts and
they cannot believe. I know it seems easy to you. You have the
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Holy Spirit dwelling within you and they do not. All we can do is
what the prophets of old did. We proclaim God’s Word over and
over again. We tell people of God’s love for them, especially
children because their hearts are not yet hard. And we pray for the
Spirit to work yet again.
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“Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his
heart will flow rivers of living water.’” Now this he said about the
Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet
the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”
He said, “Whoever believes in me.” He did say those who believe
in me and have a certain degree or a certain title. Whoever
believes in Christ will be like the men of whom we are told in
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We’re told that Moses prayed for some help and God lowered
his Spirit unto men who then began to prophesy. The word for
Spirit is also the Hebrew word for breath. You only know whether
it is “Spirit” or “breath” from the context of the word. But in
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to help Moses and the breath of God, the same breath which gave
life to Adam, changed them so that they would be able to do what
God needed them to do.
Now Jesus gives that Spirit to all of us. The Holy Spirit gives us
a right understanding in all things and when we are speaking what
the Spirit speaks we know without a doubt that we are right. In
fact, the only time on this earth that I know that I am right is when
I am saying what God has already said. And the more you read the
Scriptures, the more you know. God has had everything we need
to know written down and he gives that book to us.
So, if you get irritated that I am speaking as though I know I’m
right, remember that you too can do the same. You too can speak
with complete certainty whenever you are speaking what God has
said. That is how you know. When the Baptismal waters were
poured over your head the Holy Spirit entered you and opens your
heart and mind to rightly understand the Holy Scriptures. Read
them. Memorize them and have a right understanding of all things
that are most important.
This is an enormous gift that has been given to you. Please
understand that unbelievers are not necessarily refusing to believe.
It may well be that the Holy Spirit has not opened their hearts and
they cannot believe. I know it seems easy to you. You have the
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Holy Spirit dwelling within you and they do not. All we can do is
what the prophets of old did. We proclaim God’s Word over and
over again. We tell people of God’s love for them, especially
children because their hearts are not yet hard. And we pray for the
Spirit to work yet again.
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But here’s something that too few Christians know. The
authority has been given to you as well. Jesus said in our Gospel,
“Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his
heart will flow rivers of living water.’” Now this he said about the
Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet
the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”
He said, “Whoever believes in me.” He did say those who believe
in me and have a certain degree or a certain title. Whoever
believes in Christ will be like the men of whom we are told in
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We’re told that Moses prayed for some help and God lowered
his Spirit unto men who then began to prophesy. The word for
Spirit is also the Hebrew word for breath. You only know whether
it is “Spirit” or “breath” from the context of the word. But in
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to help Moses and the breath of God, the same breath which gave
life to Adam, changed them so that they would be able to do what
God needed them to do.
Now Jesus gives that Spirit to all of us. The Holy Spirit gives us
a right understanding in all things and when we are speaking what
the Spirit speaks we know without a doubt that we are right. In
fact, the only time on this earth that I know that I am right is when
I am saying what God has already said. And the more you read the
Scriptures, the more you know. God has had everything we need
to know written down and he gives that book to us.
So, if you get irritated that I am speaking as though I know I’m
right, remember that you too can do the same. You too can speak
with complete certainty whenever you are speaking what God has
said. That is how you know. When the Baptismal waters were
poured over your head the Holy Spirit entered you and opens your
heart and mind to rightly understand the Holy Scriptures. Read
them. Memorize them and have a right understanding of all things
that are most important.
This is an enormous gift that has been given to you. Please
understand that unbelievers are not necessarily refusing to believe.
It may well be that the Holy Spirit has not opened their hearts and
they cannot believe. I know it seems easy to you. You have the
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Holy Spirit dwelling within you and they do not. All we can do is
what the prophets of old did. We proclaim God’s Word over and
over again. We tell people of God’s love for them, especially
children because their hearts are not yet hard. And we pray for the
Spirit to work yet again.
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the Spirit speaks we know without a doubt that we are right. In
fact, the only time on this earth that I know that I am right is when
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Scriptures, the more you know. God has had everything we need
to know written down and he gives that book to us.
So, if you get irritated that I am speaking as though I know I’m
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poured over your head the Holy Spirit entered you and opens your
heart and mind to rightly understand the Holy Scriptures. Read
them. Memorize them and have a right understanding of all things
that are most important.
This is an enormous gift that has been given to you. Please
understand that unbelievers are not necessarily refusing to believe.
It may well be that the Holy Spirit has not opened their hearts and
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Holy Spirit dwelling within you and they do not. All we can do is
what the prophets of old did. We proclaim God’s Word over and
over again. We tell people of God’s love for them, especially
children because their hearts are not yet hard. And we pray for the
Spirit to work yet again.
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God needed them to do.
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fact, the only time on this earth that I know that I am right is when
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them. Memorize them and have a right understanding of all things
that are most important.
This is an enormous gift that has been given to you. Please
understand that unbelievers are not necessarily refusing to believe.
It may well be that the Holy Spirit has not opened their hearts and
they cannot believe. I know it seems easy to you. You have the

3

Holy Spirit dwelling within you and they do not. All we can do is
what the prophets of old did. We proclaim God’s Word over and
over again. We tell people of God’s love for them, especially
children because their hearts are not yet hard. And we pray for the
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He said, “Whoever believes in me.” He did say those who believe
in me and have a certain degree or a certain title. Whoever
believes in Christ will be like the men of whom we are told in
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We’re told that Moses prayed for some help and God lowered
his Spirit unto men who then began to prophesy. The word for
Spirit is also the Hebrew word for breath. You only know whether
it is “Spirit” or “breath” from the context of the word. But in
Numbers we see God breathe out his Spirit unto the men who were
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to help Moses and the breath of God, the same breath which gave
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fact, the only time on this earth that I know that I am right is when
I am saying what God has already said. And the more you read the
Scriptures, the more you know. God has had everything we need
to know written down and he gives that book to us.
So, if you get irritated that I am speaking as though I know I’m
right, remember that you too can do the same. You too can speak
with complete certainty whenever you are speaking what God has
said. That is how you know. When the Baptismal waters were
poured over your head the Holy Spirit entered you and opens your
heart and mind to rightly understand the Holy Scriptures. Read
them. Memorize them and have a right understanding of all things
that are most important.
This is an enormous gift that has been given to you. Please
understand that unbelievers are not necessarily refusing to believe.
It may well be that the Holy Spirit has not opened their hearts and
they cannot believe. I know it seems easy to you. You have the
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Holy Spirit dwelling within you and they do not. All we can do is
what the prophets of old did. We proclaim God’s Word over and
over again. We tell people of God’s love for them, especially
children because their hearts are not yet hard. And we pray for the
Spirit to work yet again.
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