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In This IssueThe Lion’s Roar
John 12:20-21 “Now among those who went up to

worship at the feast were some Greeks. So these came to Philip,
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, "Sir, we
wish to see Jesus."

HOW DID THEY KNOW?
I have often wondered how those Greeks knew to go to Philip of Bethsaida.

Did he have a sign around his neck saying “Jesus Tours every ½ hour?”  I also
wonder how people know to come to us.  One of the things I want us to work on
this year is becoming a more nurturing congregation.  That is to say, we don’t just
invite people to hear the Word.  We don’t just act politely when they visit, but we
treat them as though they were a tiny seedling trying to grow in a giant forest.  That
is to say that we work to discover their needs, spiritual, psychological and physical
and we do all we can to meet all their needs knowing that if physical needs are not met, the other needs
are not useful.  In other words, if a person is homeless, sharing the love of Jesus with him without offering
him a blanket and a dry place to sleep really doesn’t do much for him.

BUT, before we ever get to meeting needs, how do we insure that we are people like Philip to
whom people just know to come for help?  First we set the example.  Two equally damaging mistakes are
often made by Christians.  One is to say, 

“Because I am Christian, I will not participate in anything worldly.  While you have parties and go
to concerts, I will stay home and study my Bible.”  I don’t know about you, but there is not a regular flow
of non-Christians through my living room.  So if I stay in my house and read the Bible, how are those
non-Christians going to find me? The other mistake is to say, 

“Hey, I’m Christian but you will never know because I will be just as loud, drunk and
debaucherous as the rest of you!”   People don’t like to be judged but people who are looking for a better
life also want you to be an example of holiness.  So while we are welcome to participate in all the
celebrations of life, we need to remember that we have been set aside by the Lord.  At your Baptism, you
were made a child of God and that means that you are held to a higher standard.  Philip was present, but
Philip was clearly somehow different.  Do you understand that the fact that you leave for church every
week is a witness to your neighbors?  The fact that you talk about your church is a witness to your
neighbors.  When you listen to someone’s pain, invite them to worship, sit with them in church, take
them out to lunch, offer to do whatever you can to help them in their need, you are witnessing your faith
to your neighbors.  But when you skip church, when you ignore a hurting person, when you do whatever
you do to blend into the world so that no one notices that you are different, you are also witnessing – just
not the way that you want.

It is a challenge to be like Philip.  It means making sacrificial choices and not living for yourself
but for others.  It is rewarding though when that person, sometimes your own child or a member of your
own family comes to you and says,

“We wish to see Jesus,” and they came to you because they could tell from the way you nurtured
them that you already knew him.
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LEAVE THE PORCH LIGHT ON - When you hear the ad for Motel 6 they always

end by saying we will leave the light on for you.  God is waiting for each of us. He, too,

has the light on.  God is standing on the porch of heaven, expectantly hoping, searching

the horizon for a glimpse of his children.  Yes, we are the ones God is seeking and for

whom he is leaving the light on. 

God is the waiting Father, the caring Shepherd in search of His lamb.  His legs are

scratched, his feet are sore, and his eyes are burning.  He climbs the cliffs and searches

the fields.  He searches in the caves.  He cups his hands to his mouth and calls into the

canyon.  THE NAME HE CALLS IS YOURS! 

He is the Shepherd in search of the lost sheep.  No matter that he has nine others,

he won't rest until he as found that lost one.  All other tasks can wait.  THE LAMB HE

SEEKS IS YOU! 

God is the Father pacing the porch.  His eyes are wide.  His heart is heavy.  He looks

for the familiar figure, the recognizable walk.  His concern is the son who wears his

name, the child who bears his image and that is you. 

HE WANTS YOU HOME! 

The message is simple.  God gave up his Son in order to rescue all his sons and

daughters, to bring his children home.   The light is on.  HE'S LISTENING FOR YOUR

ANSWER!

Please say yes!  Share this with a friend, a neighbor, a family member.  Join us each

and every Sunday with your family and feel free to bring a guest.  REMEMBER, LOOK

FOR THAT LIGHT, IT'S ON!
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CONCORDIA SEMINARY'S LUTHERHOSTEL 2011

Congressman John Shimkus (R-IL) will be the principal presenter on the topic of "Public
Service and My Lutheran Faith" at the LutherHostel to be held on the campus of
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, October 1-4, 2011. What role does faith play in public
service?  How would Luther have instructed us in involvement in the challenges our
country faces today? These are questions Congressman Shimkus, a member of Holy
Cross Lutheran Church in Collinsville, has grappled with during his 14 years in
Congress. He will lead a discussion on the key issues of our time and how the Lutheran
faithful should tackle these concerns. Additional presenters will be Dr. Charles Arand
and Dr. Joel Biermann of Concordia Seminary.

Additionally there will be Bible studies conducted by Seminary faculty members,
Seminary classes available for "sitting in", wonderful food to be enjoyed, and delightful
and meaningful conversations. A reception at the home of President and Mrs. Dale
Meyer and candlelight dinner is also featured.

You may also choose to visit to the Lutheran sites of Perry County, MO, on Wednesday,
October 5. The bus trip includes visits to the Saxon Lutheran Memorial site (Bergt Farm),
where a delicious home cooked meal will be served to us, and from there we will travel
to the Altenburg church site, the original Seminary log cabin, and points in between.
This is truly a delightful day and well worth your time.

For a brochure, please contact 314-505-7486 or email ce@csl.edu . The cost
is $325 per person and includes all meals and programs. Limited on-campus
housing is available at an additional charge. 
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES:

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK:  2-Jodie Esposito, LeRoy Reinke  4-Kylee Gehrt, Amanda Richardson, Lois Schumacher,
Jim Van Ewyk  5-Olivia Rejano, Jennifer Wojtas  6-Bill Bennin, David Stahlke  7-Cody Golz, Joseph Jaent, 
Marcia Pansera  8-Scott Golz, Thomas Price, Michael Wendorf   9-Keith Wojtas  10-Steve Boudro, Kelly Campagna,
John Dorn  11-Taylor Doyle  12-Lawrence Giambelluca, Celeste Golz  13-Aliyah Brockie, Jean Elliott, Kristy Golz,
Wilfried Schneider, Paul Stolzman  14-Joe Tomasek, Anita Wass, Mark Zoellner  15-Tina Janopoulos  
16-Ashley Grote  18-Susan Pfannes, Bishop Roger Pittelko, Jason Reinke  20-Gordon Busse, Darlene Hosbach 
21-Veronica DeJong, Charlotte Studtmann  22-Lydia Agnes, Jessica Cwik, Hilde Depner, Natalie Grote, 
Justin Rodenbostel  23-Lauren Anderson, Amy Zyk  25-Dan Belknap, Kasey Golz, Jean Mazurk, Pat Saunders  
26- Jennifer Carlson, Brandon Giullemette, Quentin Stubbs, Paul Studtmann  27-Joel Von Hagel 
28-Robert Thompson  29-Doris Burmeister, Patricia Von Hagel  30-Jeff Blankensop, Barbara Larsh, 
Candy Richardson 31-Sandra Joplin, Jacob Koors, Melody McCallister, Jonathan Studtmann.

ANNIVERSARIES: 3-Tim & Barbara Tomasek  4-Deb & Bob Thompson, Mike & Lisa Ticaric  
6-Richard & Myrna Van Swol  7-Earl & Jacklyn Wallacer  8-Ernie & Kay Frindt  11-Greg & Jenn Ellsworth 
12-Keith & Nancy Wojtas  13-Diana & Michael Watkins  14-Heidi & Jon Alvarez, Martin & Jean Mazurk 
15-Charlotte & William Hermann  16-Suzanne & Frank Gagliano  17-Steve & Jo An Boudro 
18 -Gregory & Susan Bukowski, Jonathan & Mary Stahlke  21-Jane & Steven Seeger  24-Kate & Donald Nack,
Michael & Cynthia Wendorf  26-John & Brenda Nordine, Mary & Tom Rinda  27-Carol & Keith Speers  
29-Nick & Tina Janopoulos, Neal & Dian Rodenbostel  31-Laura & Gary Bach, Nancy & Terrance King

“Celebrating God with Music & Art”

TMC Benefit concerts for the Walk-in Ministry
The TMC Benefit concert series for the Walk-in Ministry has been great so far.  The Walk-in

Ministry of Lombard and Villa Park provides compassionate, effective and non-duplicated emergency
assistance to the people in need in our community. We would like to say a special thanks to Hearts are
Wild and Tarrington for donating a great night of music. Our next concert date is August 19th, with Dave's
Not Here playing hits from the 50s and 60s. All concerts will be across the street at the Villa Park
Gazebo at 7:30pm, or in Founders Hall if it rains. Bring a chair, some friends, and be ready for a good time!

Lessons & Ensembles: 
Last year at this time we were just getting started… now we are getting ready for our 2nd year of

celebrating God with music and art!!! With our arsenal of NEW percussion equipment, NEW guitars, NEW
P.A. equipment, and a new set of instruction rooms, we are ready for more opportunities to make great
music. New lessons, classes, and performances will be posted on our website and registration pack.
Registration will be available on the TMC website (www.tmcnow.com).

How is this all possible? 
TMC is the collective effort of the entire Trinity Lutheran Church. Without the great support of the

church, volunteers, staff, and participants we would not be able to start a 2nd year. Thank you all for
making this possible.

Erik Grant
erikgrant@tmcnow.com

www.tmcnow.com 
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Music...

Amazing Grace

This hymn, written by a former slave trader, speaks of God’s amazing love for us.  John Newton
spent the last years of his life as the pastor of a large church (St. Mary Woolnoth) in London.  He
prepared an inscription for the church building, which reads:

John Newton, Clerk,
Once an infidel and libertine,
A servant of slaves in Africa,

Was, by the rich mercy of our Lord
And Saviour Jesus Christ,

Preserved, restored, pardoned,
And appointed to preach the Faith

He had long labored to destroy.

John Newton was born in London on July 24, 1725, to a shipmaster and his wife, a devout
Christian.  She died when the boy was only seven, and he was sent away to boarding school for four
years.  At age 11, his father took him to sea, where he worked mostly on Mediterranean voyages.
Newton joined the navy at age 17 and rose in rank to midshipman, but he overstayed a leave and was
severely punished with flogging.  

The young man took a ship to Africa and gained employment with a slave trader, who abused
and half-starved him.  At age 22, he escaped onto another ship, bound for London.  Bored, with nothing
to do, he began to read The Imitation of Christ, a book which later greatly influenced his faith life.
Another influential experience on the ship was a strong storm, in which the entire side of the boat
broke open.  All aboard feared imminent death, but miraculously the ship’s cargo of dyewood and
beeswax kept it afloat.  From that day forward (May 10, 1748), Newton marked the anniversary as the
day of his conversion: “Thro’ many dangers, toils and snares, I have already come; ‘tis grace has brought
me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.”

Despite these experiences, Newton continued working in the slave trade for six more years,
although he made sure that the slaves he transported were treated well.  But this work became more
and more distasteful to him, and in 1754 he gave it up.  While working as a tidesurveyor at Liverpool,
he came into contact with Christian scholars such as George Whitefield and John Wesley.  Newton
studied Greek and Hebrew, eventually entering seminary.  He received his first pastorate as the curate
(assistant pastor) of Olney in Buckingshire, but eventually settled in London at St. Mary Woolnoth.
Under his leadership, the congregation grew to a large size, and he preached there until 1807, when he
became blind; he died that same year on December 21.  Newton’s sermons against the slave trade
influenced parishioners who later became instrumental in the movement to abolish slavery.

Besides “Amazing Grace,” Newton wrote other well-known hymns, such as “How Sweet
the Name of Jesus Sounds” and “Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken.”  

sources: “anointedlinks.com/amazing_grace.html” and Marilyn Kay Stulken, Hymnal
Companion to the Lutheran Book of Worship (Philadelphia: Fortress Press), pp. 333-34.
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Memorials

Save the Dates

The kickoff potluck for the choir season is on Thursday, September 1, at 7:00 pm.  Enjoy some good food,
and then have fun singing Christmas and Easter music.  Rehearsals begin a week later on Thursday,
September 8, for Bells of Praise (7:00 pm) and Jubilate Choir (8:00 pm).  For more information, telephone
Mary Stahlke at 708-771-7842.

In Loving Memory of Joanne Davison
given by: Mr. & Mrs. James Smelter 

In Loving Memory of Bill Hoffrage
given by: Mrs. Ethel Hoffrage

In Loving Memory of Dee Jones
given by: Brenda Kay & Alan Gaus

Bill Gustavson
Marty Lambert
Linda Ulrey 
Robert & Shirley Wilson

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU TO...

Charles Riedel, for volunteering as organst. 

The Deadline is ...
The 18th of August for the September Tri-angles Newsletter.
Please send any information or articles to Jenn Ellsworth at
134 E. Jackson in Villa Park, 60181, drop in the Church mail
box marked Newsletter or e-mail me at
jennart64@comcast.net.

Many Thanks to Trinity...
Dear Trinity Lutheran Members,

Bill Kaiser and the volunteers at the Lombard-Villa Park Food Pantry would like to express our thanks to your
Christian community for the many bags of food you donated to our Food Pantry...

Sincerely, 

Silas Glisson, Co-Coordinator, Lombard-Villa Park Food Pantry.

Dear Trinity Lutheran Church,

We greatly appreciate your recent financial gift to Feed My Starving Children! Because our meals are just 24
cents each, your $603.00 contribution will enable us to send 2,512 meals to starving children around the
world...

Tragically, there are still 18,000 children who die from hunger-related illnesses each day-so we cannot let up in
our provision of nutritious meals. As you sit down to dinner with loved ones tonight, know that a child in
Nicaragua, Haiti, Somalia, North Korea, Japan-or one of the other countries we serve-is satisfied with a full
tummy too, because of your generous gift.

In the Strong Name of Christ,

Mark Crea Executive Director, Feed My Starving Children
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NATIONAL LWML CONVENTION 2011
More  Than 4,600 Lutheran Women in Mission from across the nation gathered to conduct

business, renew friendships, and rally around  God's Word.  President, Janice Wendorf, led the
procession to open  the 34th Biennial Convention of the Lutheran Women's Missionary League
(LWML) which convened in Peoria, Illinois, on  June 23-26, 2011.  The convention theme was
"Being with Jesus - Living on the Edge" based on the Scripture passage:  And they realized they had
been with Jesus.  "For we cannot but speak the  things which we have seen  and  heard" (Acts 4:13b
& 20 KNJV).  

Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus, Lutheran Hour Speaker Emeritus was the proclaimer for the opening worship
service.  Just as Mary, Joanna, Mary Magdalene and Salome watched at the foot of the cross, tended
Jesus' body and told the disciples of our Lord's resurrection, we should live on the edge with the
message of the Savior.  In this politically correct world, we are not supposed to speak the truth about
Jesus as our Savior if it offends or makes others uncomfortable.  Rev. Klaus reminded us, "You have
the right to share your faith.  And of even greater importance is this --You don't want to get in the
way of the Holy Spirit!" Don't be afraid to ask the world, "What do you have to offer that is a better
foundation than Christ?"  And to the silence that must inevitably follow, extend the invitation,
"Come join us as we live on the edge!"

Bible study leader, Rev. Dr. Reed Lessing explained  how life-changing it is to be filled with the
Spirit.  It is God who fills us and when we are filled with the Spirit we must speak -- it is a divine
mandate, a compelling command.  What do we speak?  What is the outflow of the Spirit?  It is
manifested in expressions of praise, thanks and encouragement to each other.  He pointed out
Barnabas was a great encourager in the book of Acts.  "The LWML woman may not be able to be a
Barnabas, but she can be a Barna-babe!"  How do we become people who speak encouragement?  Dr.
Lessing offered three suggestions we can all take to heart:  Stay in the Word, tell it like it will be,
and demonstrate honesty and humility in all we do.

The 585 delegates adopted a  new mission goal for the 2011-2013 biennium of $1,825,000
($547,500 goes for operations/administration; $1,277,500 designated for mission grants).  Because we
went over our last biennium goal by $112,069, this amount will be added to the grant portion for a
new grant mission goal of $1,389,569 for the following approved grants:

1. Support for Lutheran Orphanages - Haiti $   70,000
2. Lutheran Braille Workers - Plate Embossing Device $ 100,000
3. Lutheran Bible Translators/Print and Audio Devices $   97,344
4. Outreach to At-Risk Children - Detroit, Michigan $   55,000
5. Cancer Care Package Ministry $ 100,000
6. Crown Indian Ministry - Montana $   69,999
7. Spiritual Care in Disasters-Texas, Louisiana, Oklahoma $   50,000
8. Children's Nutrition and Care - Vietnam $   72,225
9. Grace Place for LCMS International Missionaries $   75,000
10. Pregnancy Center: Newborn Protection - Malaysia, Southeast Asia $   54,500
11. Lutheran Malaria Initiative - Kenya, East Africa $ 100,000
12. Graduate Scholarships for Intl/Minority Students - St Louis, Missouri $   50,000
13. Outreach to Youth - Central, South America $   75,000

cont. on page 7
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14. Children's Developmental Disabilities Rehab Center - Dominican Republic $ 100,000
15. Missionary Family Care and Education $ 100,000
16. Gospel Outreach through Open arms Child Care $   65,000
17. Haskell Indian Nations/Campus Ministry Expansion - Lawrence, Kansas $ 100,000
18. LCMS Prison and Jail Ministry Conference $   27,500
19.Spiritual Nourishment for the Impoverished - US/Mexico Border $   28,470

Grand Total = $1,389,569

LWML President Janice Wendorf reflected on her four years as president and thanked everyone
for giving her the opportunity to serve.  She encouraged attendees to continue to be in the Word, of
the Word, and walking with the Lord.  

The delegates elected the following new officers:

• Kay Kreklau of Drayton, North Dakota President
• Pat Reichert of Hartford, Wisconsin Vice President of Organizational Resources
• Carolyn Blum of Hartford, Wisconsin Vice President of Special Focus Ministries
• Lois Anderson, Twin Falls, Idaho Treasurer
• Rev. John Heckmann, Gatesville, Texas Pastoral Counselor

Praise God from whom all blessings flow for generous giving to the convention offerings and
walk!  

Offering #1 - LWML mission Goal 2011-2013 $47,388.33
Offering #2 - Three Mission Central Projects $37,273.04
Offering #3 - Amigos de Cristo Outreach Project $32,172.12
Offering #4 - Specific Ministry Pastor Program (SMP) $32,078.98
Mission in Motion Pledge Walk $56,806.96

The Mission Servants Committee  reported that over 30,000 items were collected from attendees
at the Convention. These "Gifts from the Heart" were donated to three local agencies in the Peoria
area, as well as to Orphan Grain Train. The list includes: Quilts: 2,587; Bath Sets: 2,382; Underwear
for men, women and children: 2,975; Children's Arch Books and Picture Bibles: 13,205; Health Kits
for men, women and children: 5,587. "One of the greatest gifts was seeing the joyful reactions of the
workers from the various ministries when they came on Saturday morning to pick up their items,"
reported committee members. "They all had to get bigger vehicles!"  Lutheran Women in Mission all
across the nation respond to God’s love by making it a practice to share similar gifts in their own
communities. Women of the LWML make known God's love by caring for the needs of others. 

**********************

SAVE the following dates for upcoming Society LWML events:

• September 10th -- Society meeting at Trinity/VP at 9:00 a.m.
• September 14th -- Fall Rally at Markham Lutheran Church - 8:30 a.m. Breakfast; 
9:00 a.m. worship service begins 
• October 1st/2nd  - LWML Mission Sunday
• December 10th --  Society Christmas Meeting at Trinity/VP at 9:00 a.m.

This fall we will be doing a food drive with the confirmation and youth groups of our church for
Uptown Ministry.  Specific dates and times to follow.

It is not too early to make plans to attend the English District LWML convention in Tucson,
Arizona from April 20-22, 2012.  The convention theme is Rejoice...Bloom...& Shout for Joy!! 
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June 2011 Financial Comparison
Income 2011 2010 Diff.
Basket 3,817 2,969 +848
Unified Envelope 136,826 135,528 +1,298
Special Envelopes 12,680 14,018 -1,338
Debt Retirement 22,461 20,970 +1,491
Budget Income 175,784 173,485 +2,299
Non-Budget Income 2,685 3,011 -326

Income 178,469 176,496 +1,973

Expenses
Budgeted Expenses 189,482 190,132 -650
Non-budgeted Expenses 1,016 826 +190

Total Expenses 190,498 190,958 -460

General Operating Fund 211 -14,462 -14,678

Our income is up $1,973 from last year but has dropped some from last month. Let’s remember that our
2010 income was down about $10,000 from 2009. Our expenses are down $460 from last year.

General Operating Fund is in the black $211. An improvement of $14,673 from last year. We have spent
$463 per week more than we took in.

Should you have any questions on this financial comparison, please contact me, Warren Sheridan, Treasurer.

Adopt-a-Student Financial Report – 2011
Income 2,523
Pending Payment -347
Sent to St. Louis -2,176
Fund Balance $0.00

New Computer/Phone System Fund ($29,000 approved by 11/07 Voter’s Meeting)
($2,500 approved by 11/08 Voter’s Meeting)

Expenses-Computer
Dell Marketing L. P. 8,790.27
CDW 9,689.67
Chris Saunders - Software 239.30
M.R. Keith & Associates 6,392.57
Testa Audio Video 405.00
Expenses-Phone
Phone 4,964.00
Total Expenses 30,480.81
Income
Donation by Members 1,000.00
Net Amount Spent 29,480.81

Beginning Balance $31,500.00
Total Expenses 29,480.81
Fund Balance (2/28/09) $2,019.19
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