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Serving the Lord in

Latin America
News from Rev Dr Jonathan & Deaconess Cheryl Naumann

'Y asimismo gozaos y regocijaos también
vosotros conmigo.'
You also should be glad and rejoice with me! (Philippians 2:18).
Finally, we have some time to sit down and write what should
have been a February newsletter - but there is the excuse that

Jesus and the Children
Jesus and the Children, by Kelly Schumacher,
now hangs in the main conference room of the
Mercy Center in Palmar Arriba.
A short KFUO radio interview of Kelly
talking about the painting and her DR mission
trip experience can be found online at:
https://www.kfuo.org/2019/02/12/
ch-021219-liturgical-art-on-a-mission-trip/
Check out our January 2019 newsletter to
see photos of the painting in progress, if you
haven't already seen them!

February was a short month! 😎
Being back in the Dominican Republic is an answer to prayer!
On my return, I hit the ground running. Winter weather in the US
caused travel delays, and so on the day we arrived, it was 4 am
(instead of 7 pm the previous evening). Ten hours later it was my
joy to lead 50% of our LAC missionaries in Bible Study about the
danger of spiritual attacks and oppression in the mission field - a
topic requested by missionaries who experience this reality in their
lives. Afterward, I led the Divine Service in English. This service is
an important part of my care for the region's missionaries and their
families, since all of our work and Sunday worship experiences are
in Spanish (and for some reason, it is always a little more comforting
to hear the Word in one's native language).
With the start of a new trimester, there are students from Peru,
Mexico, Spain, Chile, and the Dominican Republic in my Pastoral
Theology class. I'm looking forward to the first seminary graduation
in May, knowing that, along with my colleagues, our teaching has
made a tremendous impact in the LAC region, providing Lutheran
pastors for countries where LCMS missions have been at work and
mission congregations are beginning to transition from foreign
missionary pastors to pastors born in their own countries. This
progress is possible throughout the region, by God's grace, because
Lutheran pastoral training is available in Spanish here in the DR.
As St. Paul bade the church at Philippi (Phil. 2:18), so I ask you
to "be glad and rejoice with me." Please offer prayers of
thanksgiving to our Heavenly Father: For the healing of my body
and the opportunity to make an impact in this region; For all of our
LAC missionaries and their families, wherever they serve; For young
men whom God has called to be pastors in their home countries;
and last but not least, for the many people who support us with gifts
and prayers, to keep us in this field. Thank you!
Pastor Jonathan

Dear friends in Christ,
Being coordinator of all that takes place through the Mercy Center sometimes
feels like a daunting task, and yet there is so much satisfaction in seeing activities
come to fruition. Along with local work in the DR, I am in the process of
confirming arrangements for several educational activities during the next six
months. The DR conference that taught "Every One His Witness" (LCMS
Evangelism course) and "Go and Be Reconciled" (Ambassadors of Reconciliation)
was so well received that I'm working with LAC mission area facilitators to host
similar conferences in Argentina, Belize, Mexico, Chile, Spain, and the Cayman
Islands. These events are for clergy and lay church members alike, who are eager for
opportunities to grow in faith and witness to their Lord.
Next month the Mercy Center is also hosting a Disaster Response leadership
training day. This event will bring one church leader to the DR from Chile, Panama,
and Puerto Rico, who will be trained by Dr. Ross Johnson, head of LCMS Disaster
Response, to serve as Disaster Response volunteer coordinators for their specific
area of Latin America – in other words, the person in Chile will coordinate response needs in South America, the person
in Panama for Central America, and the person in Puerto Rico the Caribbean region.
In another area, as Director of the VDMA Project, I regularly send good Lutheran books, articles, daily devotions
and other materials IN SPANISH to more than 200 Lutheran pastors or seminary students who would not otherwise
have access to these resources. Project participants who live in Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Columbia, Cuba, DR,
Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Spain, Uruguay and Venezuela, are united with us in the same
faith and mission to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ, plant Lutheran churches, and show mercy.
I often receive "thank you" emails from these individuals, attesting to the regional impact made by the VDMA Project.
One pastor wrote: "The books, articles or devotions that you share are useful, otherwise we could not have read and
studied such books. In Guatemala, the country where I live, there are NO books in Spanish, neither cheap nor expensive,
Nobody sells them. My needs are to find Lutheran literature in Spanish for a better understanding." From Chile a pastor
wrote: "I have found particular help and guidance in the book Luther - Preacher of the Cross. I have used it countless times,
especially in the face of the humanitarian crises and catastrophes that we have experienced." Another pastor, in
Venezuela, shared that he serves as chaplain for two public schools, and in that capacity, he prints and sends the daily
devotions home with the school children - to 400 families!
One of the most challenging realities in this LAC region is that God is blessing the work of LCMS missionaries here!
No sooner are a mission congregation and school opened, then we hear of another place where people genuinely desire a
congregation and school. This is a wonderful problem to have! So we ask again that you pray for God to send workers
into the field where they are needed! Some months ago, we requested prayer "that God would guide and bless our efforts
to restart a mission in Osama, an area of Santo Domingo." Below you can see how God answered those prayers! In the
first two photos Pastor Sergio Maita is teaching weekday Bible Classes, and in the third, Vicar Isaac Machado poses with
his Sunday School class. Worship already averages around 22 people. THANK YOU for your prayers, and also for your
gifts that keep us here in the field!
love in Christ, Deaconess Cheryl

Tax-deductible gifts to support the work of Jonathan & Cheryl Naumann can be given:
+ Online at www.lcms.org/jonathan.naumann
+ By phoning the LCMS donor care line: 888-930-4438
+ By mailing checks to The LCMS, PO Box 66861, Saint Louis, MO 63166-6861
with "Jonathan Naumann - Latin America” on the check memo line

