2 Sunday after Christmas - January 5, 2025
Text: Matthew 2:13-23
Theme: God'’s Plan is Bigger

We watch the wars on television and wonder why God allows
such hurt and pain. We see the hurricanes and tornados ravaging the
land and the people of God and wonder why God allows such
devastation. We go to the doctor and get a bad diagnosis and
wonder "why me?” Now imagine that you are living on the same
street as Mary, Joseph, and Jesus. You hear about Herod being upset
about some usurper to his throne that has been recently born but
you know that your toddler is no threat to the king. You're just a
peasant. You work all day at the shops and bring home your measly
pay and that’s fine. You're happy with your spouse and your kid.
Besides, Herod is always flapping around about something. But you
did notice that Jospeh packed Mary and little Jesus up last night and
left town under the cloak of darkness. It seemed strange. Where on
earth would a carpenter get the money to just pull up stakes and
leave? You did notice that some pretty wealthy looking guys had
visited them a few days ago. Maybe they funded the move. Then the

soldiers come to your door.

“"How old is your son?” they ask you.

“"He will be 2 next month,” you reply.



“Bring the child outside,” they command. You cannot imagine
what Herod’s soldiers would want with seeing your child, but they
have swords and shields so you comply and bring your toddler
outside for them to see him. That's when one of the soldiers grabs
your child and thrusts his sword through his heart and kills him. You
fall to your knees too stunned to even cry yet and here lies your little

boy, dead a month before his second birthday.

Your whole world is collapsing around you as you hear the
screams erupting all over town. You look across the street and see
the soldiers killing the neighbor’s son. Then you notice other bands
of soldiers going door to door and doing the same up the street.
Where is God in all this? You are a faithful believer in God! You
attend worship faithfully. You give the appropriate offerings. You

strive to be a good and faithful person. How could God allow this?

God has a different view of hardship and suffering than we do.
We focus on our piece of the world in our place in our time. It is a
tremendously short-sighted view of things but that is our human
nature. God sees all time and the whole world. He is executing His
plan and sometimes He will sacrifice some of His pawns to
accomplish His goal. It is not that God didn’t care about those little
children of Judea. He did. In fact, He received all those little souls

into paradise where they would continue to live in peace and joy for
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all eternity. But they had to be sacrificed to demonstrate to Satan
that he could not stop God’s plan with a simple little mass execution:

huge for us, minute for God.

We know the whole story. We know that God took Jesus to
Egypt until Herod died so that He could grow up unmolested by the
evil Herod the Great. We know that from His eternal perspective, the
slaughter of the innocents was a small blip on the screen that He
would handle just fine because the end-game is what is important.
We know that Jesus returned to Judea, grew up, began His ministry
of proclaiming of the Kingdom of God and died on the cross to pay
for all our sins. But we also know that it would be impossible to see
all of this if you were just a common Judean person in 2BC, just

living life with your young son when the soldiers came to your door.

Keep that in mind when the soldiers come to your house now:
when tragedy strikes, when devastation ensues, when nothing is
going the way that you think it should go. God’s promise is to turn
all things for the good of those who love Him, and God’s plan is so
much bigger and so much better than we can ever comprehend. St.

Peter encourages us in the Epistle for today,

“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes

upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening



to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you

may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.”

God’s plan is so much bigger than us and we will not always
understand the direction in which He is going, but we can be
absolutely confident that He will turn it for our good, either while we

are still in this life, or later in paradise.

Mary and Joseph are our models for life. They did what the Lord
commanded. I am certain that they did not always understand what
they were commanded to do. Many of God’s paths for us may not
make sense to us either. All of us have things in our lives that we
wish were different. All of us have past hurts and regrets. All of us
have committed blatant stupidities. And yet, we have God’s promise
that He will turn all things for our good. That's why we prayed in our

prayer of the day,

“Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light
of Your incarnate Word. Grant that this Light may shine forth in our

lives.”

As we follow His Word, we remember the baptismal waters that
run over us day and night, the very waters we see poured over
babies when they are baptized in that font. Those waters clean and

refresh our souls so that all the dirt and evil in this world runs off of



us. We then receive Jesus’ body and blood in the Lord’s Supper
where we are spiritually nourished and filled with His light. That
light will shine forth from us so that others might see Jesus through
us, and we will see everything made perfect by His Holy will. That
truth is what gets me through the dark times. That truth is what I
celebrate in the bright times. It is the true north of our lives as

servants of Jesus Christ.



