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The Baptism of Our Lord –January 12, 2025 
Text:    Joshua 3:1-17  
Theme: Delivered Through Water 
 
 Water is important to us. Without water, we die pretty quickly. 

Our bodies are an average of 60% water. If you have spent any time 

in the Southwest, you know how precious water is, a thing that we 

forget because we have the Great Lakes in our backyard. In the 

Southwest, the lack of water impacts everything. In fact, Tucson is 

slowly sinking as the huge aquifer upon which it is built is dried up. 

Los Angeles spends a fortune piping water down from Washington 

State and you have probably heard about the dry hydrants they 

faced when battling the wildfires. Water is important to our lives, 

but water is also important to our faith. 

 Go to your Concordance in the back of your Study Bible and 

look up the word “water.” Don’t have a Study Bible? See me after 

church. Read through all the passages where the word or a form of 

the word is used. It will take you a while because while your Bible 

won’t have all the uses of the word, it is used over 600 times. God 

created water in Genesis to feed His earth. Then He used water to 

destroy His creation which had turned against Him. However, He 

saved Noah and his family in an ark. Noah’s salvation floated on the 

water of destruction much like we float on this earth on our 

baptismal water. The Exodus of God’s people from slavery in Egypt 
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was bookended by water crossings. You remember how they had 

their backs against the Red Sea with the Egyptian army bearing 

down on them. God parted the Red Sea and His people crossed dry 

and safe and then the Sea collapsed upon the Egyptians when they 

tried to follow. Then we come to our Old Testament reading for 

today, the other bookend. 

 God’s people are ready to cross into the Promised Land. After 

their 40 years of wandering in the wilderness, they are on the east 

side of the Jordan from Jericho and they are about to cross the 

Jordan River and conquer the walled city of Jericho. But it is no small 

thing to get more than a million people across a river with no boats. 

So, like God handles everything He calls us to do, God handles this 

little challenge as well. He instructs Joshua to have the priests carry 

the Ark of the Covenant into the river and as soon as their feet hit 

the water, the river stops flowing and piles up on itself. Soon, God’s 

people are able to cross the river on dry land. God delivered His 

people out of Egypt through water and He brought them into the 

Promised Land through water. 

 One cannot miss the clear allusion to Holy Baptism in this text. 

As God ushered His people into the Promised Land through water, so 

did He usher all of us into the Promised Land through water. That is 

why it was so important for Jesus to be baptized. No, He had no sin 
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that needed forgiving, but He was becoming sin for us. He would 

cross through the Baptismal waters ahead of us and He would cross 

through the dark door of death ahead of us and He would conquer 

Hell for us so that Satan can never even accuse us. 

 When the boys were young, they thought they loved haunted 

houses, and every time we would see one at Halloween, they would 

beg to go. But I always had to go first! I’m not sure if they thought I 

was all powerful and could master any evil or if they just figured I 

could slow down the monster until they could get out. They didn’t 

have to be faster than the monster because they knew that they 

were faster than me. I chose to believe the former, but nevertheless, 

I always had to go first. Jesus went first for us. He crossed through 

the Baptismal waters and led us into the Promised Land where He 

continues to go before us. 

 It was no picnic for the people of God once they arrived in the 

Promised Land. You can read through the Book of Joshua to see all 

the battles that were still left to be fought and all the challenges that 

were still left to be mastered. But they knew that God was with 

them. They had been brought safely through the waters not once, 

but twice! Likewise, it is no picnic for us as we battle our way 

through this life. One of the challenges of being a pastor is that you 

know the challenges, sadnesses and injustices that everyone in your 
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flock faces. It can become difficult to bear. Every single person in 

this congregation has battles that they wage daily. Some are 

frightening and it would be easy to become disheartened. But 

whatever battle you are facing, remember that Jesus is in front of 

us. We are not alone in this haunted house life. Jesus is ahead of us 

and continues paving the way for us until we reach our home with 

Him. 

 Like a powerful general in battle, He leads the charge, but He 

also takes care of the troops. He gives us rest when we need it. 

That’s what we’re doing right now, receiving rest for our souls in 

worship. He feeds His army because we cannot accomplish anything 

if we are starving. We have His Word to empower us and His body 

and blood to nourish us. Finally, He washes the dirt and grime of 

battle off of us with baptismal waters that continuously flow over us. 

Does that all sound foolish from the perspective of the world around 

us? Well, to quote St. Paul,  

 “… consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise 

according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many 

were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to 

shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 

strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even 
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things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no 

human being might boast in the presence of God.”  

 God chose us to be His army. He chose us just the way we 

were. And He empowers us to do more than we imagine. And it all 

started when we followed Him through those Baptismal waters that 

lead to the Promised Land. 


