Trinity 16 — October 5, 2025
Text: Luke 7:11-17
Theme: Jesus Says Arise!

In the prayer of the day, we prayed that God’s grace would go
before us and follow after us. That is to say that we pray that God
would take care of all our needs all the time; that He provides food
to eat, air to breathe, His Word and Sacrament for the nourishment
of our soul, and complete peace, knowing that he carries us in the
palm of his hand even when...and especially when things are hard
for us. We know all of this to be true because the Bible promises it to
us and we have experienced it many times in our lives. Our Old
Testament and Gospel for today go a little further, however. Not
only do we see that God provides, but we get a glimpse of how he

provides.

There is nothing more demonstrative of God’s ability to care for
us than his absolute supremacy over life and death. Whatever your
needs are today whether it is something as small as the common
cold or something as big as terminal illness, you can walk away from
these texts knowing without a shred of doubt that God can and will
walk before you and behind you and there is nothing beyond the

scope of his power.

These accounts of raising people from the dead are extremely

important to us. You see, if God can conquer all - except death - he



is not God. In Greek mythology, the gods of human imagination
would wring their hands and do their best to save their heroes.
Sometimes it worked and sometimes it did not. Likewise in the
postmodern world, “god” is a pleasant idea or a collection of
important values but when all is said and done, the most their 'god”

might have to offer is some good advice.

Do you wonder why the churches are no longer full on Sunday
mornings? When I arrived here, we had 210 people worshipping
here every weekend and now we average a little over 100. Why is
that? I know it is not because people were better in 2004. 1
remember 2004 quite well. Every sin I deal with as people come to
me during the week was present in 2004 as well. Parents struggled
to get along with their children. Young ladies turned up pregnant
without the benefit of a husband. People drank too much, smoked
too much, and ate too much. Husbands and wives yelled horrible
things at one another and broke their marriage vows left and right
just like they do today. People failed to treat one another as dearly

loved children of God and failed to love God above everything else.

So, it is not that people somehow became more sinful in the
last 20 years and that's why there are fewer people in worship. Itis
because people stopped believing that God could help them. In many

places, the Church has started acting like a support group for
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terminally ill sinners instead of the fountainhead of Grace that heals
sinners. I hear pastors speaking as though they are coaches of the
team instead of fathers of the family who stand in the stead of Christ
himself and offer forgiveness to hurting and helpless people. Many

people have stopped believing in the power of God.

The people of the postmodern world came along and said,
“Hey, if all you have for me is helpful information for living a better
life, I can get that from the Internet. Why would I waste an hour of
my life sitting on those ridiculous benches and singing music I don’t
even understand?” And the churches that began to empty in the
1970’s, just continued to empty out. We tried guilting them into
being here and that worked for a bit. We tried every cutesy program
known to man and that just staved off the inevitable. We tried
entertaining them with cool music, screens, and videos, and that
seemed to help for a little while, but now, I'm afraid our bag of
tricks is all used up. If God can conquer all - except death - he is
not God, and he is no better to us than all the other self-help gurus

skulking around on the Internet.

But, here’s the thing. Here’'s what we see in our texts for today.
God does conquer death, and if he can conquer death, he can do
anything! In our Gospel for today, Jesus shows us that not only can

God conquer death but that he can do it with nothing more than a
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Word - with just a word. The very Word of Jesus raises that man
from death. That is something our modern medical marvels cannot
do. That is something neither Buddha nor Mohammed could do!
Even Elijah, the great prophet of God most high, had to lie on the boy
and pray three times but Jesus, the son of God, the second person of
the Holy Trinity, our Lord and Savior, simply says, “Arise” without

even touching the boy.

Jesus has more control over life and death than we can
imagine. His Word has such power in it that it can reverse all death
both physical and spiritual. This is not logical. This is mysterious
and it is not something we can analyze, quantify, and understand.
This Word that we read from Scripture has unbridled power. This
water that washes over us at Baptism is miraculous in scope and
nature. This body and blood we receive, in, with and under the
bread and the wine can heal us physically, mentally, and spiritually
in ways that are completely beyond our comprehension. Itis a
complete mystery, folks. It is a miracle. We come to this place
week after week and we witness the miraculous and that is what the
people of our community do not know. That is what the people who
have wandered away from us do not know. They think we come here
for some useful information on how to live life, or some good old-

fashioned guilt so that we will feel bad about being bad. That is not



why we come here! We come here each week to see the gates of
heaven opened and angels ascending and descending from the
throne of God and bringing to us the mysterious, healing powers of

God.

So have confidence in the Word and the Sacraments. Use them
like you believe they have the power to raise the dead - because
they do. These are not wise, pithy, little sayings out of some historic
book. These are the powerful tools of God. Handle them as you
would a lit stick of dynamite. Have confidence that it will do what
God says it will do, and in that confidence, share it with others.
Teach that, through His Holy Word and Sacraments, God will hem
them in behind and before, and work the miraculous in their lives
week after week. He will do this through the power of the tools He
has given us to use for our good, for the good of our neighbors, and

to His glory.



