Advent 1 - December 1, 2024
Text: Matt 21:1-9
Theme: Show Me Your Path and We Will Follow

In the Gradual appointed for today, which is from Psalm 25, we

said the following:

“None who wait for you shall be put to shame; they shall be
ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. Make me to know your

ways, O LORD; teach me your paths.”

When I speak that Gradual, I immediately think of the disciples
in the Gospel for today waiting with Jesus to enter Jerusalem. They
were going into celebrate Passover, and Jesus was behaving quite
oddly. They had been to Jerusalem before and they had never
stopped outside in Bethphage to acquire transportation. They had
just walked in before. So, what’s going on here? They don’t bother
asking Jesus. They know that He has a propensity to be obtuse about
things such as this. They just did as they were told and found
everything to be just as Jesus had said it would be. "Make me to

know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths.”

How did he know just where the donkey would be? How was
the upper room all set up for them when they went to celebrate the
Passover. It's not as if they had cell phones and could text ahead. No
these are all miracles performed by our Lord. After you have walked

with Him for a while and seen amazing thing after amazing thing,
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you just stop asking and roll with it. "Make me to know your ways, O

LORD; teach me your paths.”

Jesus knew that this would be the last week of His earthly life.
He was entering Jerusalem for the last time until He rose from the
dead. So, He intentionally entered Jerusalem as King Jehu and other
kings had entered it before — on a donkey. That was the sign to the
people that He was not just an itinerate prophet, but someone much
more important. The crowds got it. They shouted “"Hosanna!” Which
means “Save Us!” The prophet Zechariah had promised hundreds of
years previously that this is exactly how the Messiah would arrive
and the people had heard Zechariah and they were waiting for his

prophecy to be fulfilled.

This text shows up twice in the cycle of the life of Jesus in the
Church. The first half of the Church Year begins today. From Advent
1, today, to Pentecost, we track Jesus’ life and ministry. From Holy
Trinity, the Sunday after Pentecost, to the Last Sunday of the Church
Year, we track the impact of Jesus’ work on the Church. This text,
the Triumphal Entry, comes to us both on Advent 1 and Palm
Sunday. Today, we begin a new Church year and we welcome our
King to be among us as we trace the history of His life and work on

our behalf. We will remember during Advent that He has promised to



come again. As the people of Jerusalem awaited a Messiah, so we

await our Messiah’s return.

Now as we wait, there are those who laugh at us and deride us
for believing in this magical fairy tale. They think that we cannot
handle the harsh realities of life, so we have this fantasy savior we
believe in. Others are not so rude and perhaps even will confess
belief in Christ themselves but they don’t think that their belief in
Christ has any practical ramifications for day-to-day life. They think
that faith is about being nice people and making moral choices.
While I certainly hope that our faith encourages us to be nicer
people and make more moral choices, that is a side benefit, but it is

not the core benefit.

We, as Christians who wait for the Messiah, understand that
nothing about this life and this world is the reason we exist. This life
in this world is simply the waiting room for us as we are prepared to
enter the mansion. I think of the queue at Disney World. Those of
you who have been to Disney know that sometimes one waits in line
well over an hour. They do what they can to make the wait bearable
but when you’re standing in line in Florida in August in 95 degrees
and 100% humidity with a toddler in your arms because he won’'t
wait in the stroller and an 8 year old about to have apoplexy because

he is finally going to ride space mountain, upbeat music, colorful
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videos and misters do little to make you stop wondering when it was
that you lost your mind and booked this trip which some have dared
to refer to as a vacation. We Christians are in the queue for Heaven!
We know that the day will come when we get to enter paradise and
be with our Lord and everyone whom we love, but for now we’re in

the queue.

I was speaking with a lady who is not LCMS. She is a more
liberal flavor of Lutheran and she was telling me how she saw the
difference between the LCMS and her flavor of Lutheranism. She said
that her church was most interested in helping people live joyful and
productive lives here on earth while they are waiting for Heaven,
while she correctly perceived that the LCMS was more interested in
focusing on Heaven while considering life on earth to be a secondary
matter. I thought that was very astute and correct. While we are
certainly concerned with the plight of the homeless, violence in the
cities and challenges for immigrants; we also recognize that if
people do not know the Gospel of Jesus Christ, nothing good or bad
in this life is going to matter one little bit. If one is burning in Hell
for eternity, having a full stomach and a warm bed for a few years is
insignificant. How could we focus our attention on 100 years or less

when the other side of the equation is eternity?



We wait for the Messiah and we focus on proclaiming His
imminent return. Like the disciples, we do not know exactly where
we are going or exactly how we’re going to get there. We feed our
faith with His very body and blood to strengthen our faith so that we
believe that our Lord leads us and empowers us to follow. We know
that where He is going, we want to be as well, and He promises us
just that. He is taking us to be where He is and we desire to bring as

many people as possible along with us.



