Christmas Day —-December 25, 2024
Text: Titus 3:4-7
Theme: Heirs to Eternal Life

St. Paul says in our Epistle today,

“"When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior
appeared, he saved us...” That is what today is all about. He saved
us. It is a declarative statement. God declared us saved. Period.

Why?

“...not because of works done by us in righteousness, but
according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and
renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through
Jesus Christ our Savior...” It drives me to distraction when people
start talking about their salvation in terms of being “good people.”
There are no “'good people.” All people are born in sin and deserving
the wrath of God, eternity in Hell. If you have done works of
righteousness, they are God’s works that He empowers you to do.
Nothing righteous comes from the sinfully corrupted human heart,
only greed, malice, lust, murder, and envy. All of that is what is left
over of your human nature and cannot be removed until death. They

can only be covered over. With what?

“...by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy
Spirit,...” Our evil human nature is covered over by God’s grace in

Holy Baptism. It’s a little like painting a dirty wall. It looks great at
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first but the dirty was never removed so eventually it will bleed
through. That's why, even though we are baptized, we have to keep
on feeding our faith. We are washed in the regeneration and renewal
of the Holy Spirit and that is what does the impossible. It makes us
holy children of God instead of objects of His wrath. But on the day
we die, or when Jesus returns, the transformation will be complete.
That stain of sin, which is only covered over for now, will be
removed, and we will be heirs who are fully worthy of the paradise
we will inherit. The work is all done. It was completed on the cross

and now we wait for the deliverance of God’s promise.

Until the day of that deliverance, our mission is two-fold:

One, care for the priestly robe of faith in which Christ has
wrapped us by nourishing it with God’s Word and the body and blood

of Jesus.

Two, spread God’s word. We go make disciples of those who do
not know Jesus, and we help those who are already wrapped in the
robes of faith to keep their faith alive and strong until we hear

Gabriel’s trumpet blow.

The Word has been made flesh in Jesus Christ, and we are His
heirs. There is nothing in this world that can reverse that. Ignore all

the threats and temptations of Satan. His only goal is to scare the



children of God into abandoning His path and begin seeking worldly
glory and worldly security. Everything in this world is headed for the
incinerator. All our money, all our fame, all the things after which
clamors the worldly hordes will be burned up and blown away like
ashes in the wind. But we remain the heirs of the new world, the
recreated earth for resurrected people, people belonging to God and

free from the bonds of sin.

Christmas Day is the second highest feast of the Church,
second only to the Resurrection of Our Lord. Today we mark the
start of Christ’s journey to the cross where the payment for our sin
was completed. Today we celebrate His birth and His death and His
damnation for our sins. Today we received the greatest gift ever
given, the keys to the kingdom. When a new baby is born, parents
often have dreams of who he will be as an adult. Mary and Joseph
too probably had dreams of who Jesus would be and what He would
do. But I'm pretty certain that they never dreamed that their son
would make them royalty. Beyond that, although they heard the
word from the angel that He would save his people, that’'s what the
name Jesus means, “"Yahweh saves,” who could have imagined that
God would use Him to save the entire people of God and make all of

us royalty.



Because of Jesus, we are the royalty of Heaven and we simply
wait with Mary and Joseph to receive the keys to our eternal
kingdom, as the heirs to eternal life. Did you ever read C. S. Lewis’
The Chronicles of Narnia? In it, the Pevensie children become royalty
in the land of Narnia. Peter, the oldest jumps right into the role as
king. Susan, the older girl, steps comfortably into her role as queen.
Edmund, the younger boy struggles with this newly found power and
finds himself at odds with his older brother. Lucy, the youngest, is
the one who understands. She is the ruler of all and the servant of
all just like Aslan, the lion. She rules Narnia by serving Narnia and
sacrificing for Narnia. Only in absolute service, can absolute love be
achieved even as Aslan, the lion, sacrificed himself on the stone

table to break the reign of the evil white witch.

We are like the Pevensie children who have been sent to this
world as servant-rulers. We use our power only in love and serve all
even those who would undo us, even as our Lord served us, even
unto death on the cross. Christmas is a great day to consider this.
Our greatest gift is the ability to give what we have been given to
others. It is our joy to rule the world with peace, love, and

forgiveness.



