First Sunday after Christmas - December 29, 2024
Text: Luke 2:22-40
Theme: The Lord Comes to His Temple

Simeon and Anna had waited a long time to see the promise of
the Messiah fulfilled. Then, one day, 40 days after the birth of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph walked into the temple to make the appropriate
sacrifice that was called for in Leviticus. Two turtle doves, an
offering that was the smallest of the possible options, suggesting
that Mary and Joseph were quite poor. I love the fact that Jesus
came from such poor and unworldly people. In this world of
billionaires, many of whom seem to think that they can control
everything, it is remarkable that the savior of all mankind came from
the poorest of the poor and never sought to accumulate one iota of

earthly wealth himself.

That frustrated Judas, the bookkeeper for the disciples.
Remember when the woman poured costly perfume on Jesus’ feet
and Judas was upset because it could have been sold? We need the
bean counters in the Church. Without them, we would be broke, and
we would be unable to conduct the business for which we have been
called. But we always remember that we are only the managers of
the resources God has given His Church. We dare never let anyone
make wealth the object of our mission. We are all only managers of

the wealth God provides and clearly, earthly wealth is not important



to God since His son was born into abject poverty. God will provide
whatever we need to accomplish the tasks He gives us. He has
proven that to us here at Trinity for the last 111 years. Every year

we are given what we need plus a little extra for big expenses.

So, Mary, Joseph, and Jesus, a poor family, walk into the
temple. Surely no one will notice a poor family hanging out with the
measly sacrifice of two turtledoves. But Simeon and Anna knew. No
doubt, they had been following the story from the night the star
appeared over Bethlehem. They knew the Prophets and they had
read the prophecy and they were ready to welcome the Lord to His
temple. I imagine that very few others had any idea what Simeon
was singing about. Priests, Pharisees, Scribes and Tax Collectors
were going in and out of the temple, which by this time had become
like a shopping mall or a financial center. Imagine being downtown
in the financial district on a weekday. They were conducting
business and the biggest employer in Jerusalem, maybe second to

the Governor’s palace but probably not, was the temple.

Simeon and Anna knew the story of King David wishing to build
the Lord a temple. The Lord said no, that He would build His own
temple out of the house and line of King David. They knew that Mary
and Joseph both were of that line. And somehow, they knew that the

house that Lord would build was not a house of stone and mortar but
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a spiritual house that would be housed in flesh and blood. God had
promised Simeon that he would not die until he saw that new house,
and here it is, God’s new house, being carried to the altar in the

arms of a poor carpenter and his wife.

Anna only gets a couple verses but she is extremely important
to the story. In a world where women were not even allowed into
the main part of the temple, Anna gets to welcome the Christ
personally. Jesus spent His whole earthly ministry making outsiders
part of His story. He intentionally spent time with people who were
not considered important by the religious elite: women, children
Samaritans, lepers, tax collectors, prostitutes, and sinners in
general. Anna, a poor widow who serves night and day at the
temple is the first of these unlikely people with whom Jesus
connects. Anna represents all of us unlikely sinners whom Jesus
made into His temple. You and I house Jesus. The Savior of the
world came to the temple on this day to begin the process of moving
God’s temple from something earthly to something spiritual. It was

moving day!

What God told King David is fulfilled in the Gospel for today. He
does not need a temple because we are His temple. When you
receive the body and blood of Jesus, that is what connects us as the

family of God because He is entering His temple which is all of us
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connected at the altar. That is why we practice closed communion,
not because we are trying to be exclusive but because anyone who
receives the body and blood of Jesus at our altar has Jesus enter
into him. It is important that one knows this before it is done to him.
Remember that it is not about what we think or what we feel. The
body and blood of Jesus enters everyone who receives at this altar

regardless of what he feels.

Today we celebrate the First Sunday after Christmas. On
Wednesday, we celebrated His birth. Today we celebrate His
entrance into us. We have become His dwelling place on earth. We
stand with Anna and Simeon, two people who believed that God
would fulfill His promise to build a new temple and today we once
more receive Jesus into ourselves at Holy Communion. Then, after
Holy Communion, we will sing Simeon’s song once again. Like
Simeon and Anna, we are ready to depart in peace anytime the Lord

is ready for us.



