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New Year’s Eve –December 31, 2024 
Text:  Isaiah 30:8-17 
Theme: Rebellious People and Lying Children 
 
 Tonight, another year passes and we usher in 2025. I’m 

reminded of an old lady I used to visit when I was a kid. Her name 

was Anna. Back in 1973, she in her mid-90’s and I loved going to see 

her because she made cookies and told me stories of her life. She 

had been born about 15 years after the Civil War ended. She had 

seen airplanes, television and even radio invented. She was born in a 

house with no indoor plumbing or electricity in rural Illinois and 

moved to Cicero when she was a young girl. When she was 

graduated from High School, she went to nursing school and later 

served in WWI as a nurse. After the War she found a wealthy family 

in Cicero who needed a live in nurse for their mother. The family’s 

name was Capone.  She told be all about the comings and goings in 

the house leading up to the St. Valentine’s Day massacre.  

 You might remember that in the summer of 1974, President 

Nixon resigned and the nation was all astir. I remember being very 

concerned from reading the newspaper and watching TV and I talked 

to Anna about it. I learned over time that Anna’s answer to almost 

any trial was the same. “The more things change, the more they stay 

the same.” That made sense to me then, and it makes sense to me 

now. 
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 As we enter another year, we look around us and see things 

that are always falling apart. Anna’s advice would be to remember 

that they have always been falling apart. The prophet Isaiah, our Old 

Testament reading for tonight reminds us that they were all falling 

apart 2,700 years ago! Isaiah says,  

“For they are a rebellious people, lying children, children 

unwilling to hear the instruction of the LORD; who say to the seers,”  

“’Do not see,’ and to the prophets,”  

“’Do not prophesy to us what is right; speak to us smooth 

things, prophesy illusions, leave the way, turn aside from the path, 

let us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel.’” 

Boy does that sound like 2024! Will 2025 be any different? 

Probably not. Some things will get better and others will get worse, 

but human beings, especially human beings who are not immersed 

in Word and Sacrament, are like lying children. They make up what 

they want to believe and dare everyone else to challenge their 

fantasies. And yet God remains in control of His world. In fact, He is 

very clear as to what happens to lying children when He arrives. 

“Because you despise this word and trust in oppression and 

perverseness and rely on them, therefore this iniquity shall be to you 

like a breach in a high wall, bulging out, and about to collapse, 
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whose breaking comes suddenly, in an instant; and its breaking is 

like that of a potter’s vessel that is smashed so ruthlessly that 

among its fragments not a shard is found with which to take fire 

from the hearth, or to dip up water out of the cistern.”  

God will take care of the lying children. We do not have to 

spend any time warring with them or worrying about them. We have 

only to wait and watch as Jesus commands us to do in the Gospel 

because we are already saved. 

Life in 2025 might be great, or it might be horrible, but it really 

doesn’t matter because our fate is sealed by the blood of Christ. It is 

very likely that the lying children will continue to lie and that the 

powers that be can do little in the face of their lying. That is not our 

concern. Remain faithful to God’s Word. Continue coming to this 

altar to receive the body and blood of Christ. You will be fine 

because you are already saved from the lying children and all their 

minions. You are already citizens of the Kingdom of God. Jesus 

promises us, 

“If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds 

them awake, blessed are those servants!”  

Blessed are we, the servants of Christ, who watch and wait and 

remain faithful until the return of our master. 


