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Advent 2 – December 8, 2024 
Text:  Luke 21:25-36 
Theme: Lift Up Your Heads! 
 
 As I have grown in faith, I find it more and more difficult to be 

sympathetic to people who are afraid of death and the end of the 

world. I cringe when older people say that they are ready to die and 

their family tries, in a well-meaning way, to guilt them into living 

longer. Why? When your entire day consists of moving from your 

bed to a chair and the big event of the day is the rice pudding after 

dinner, what is there to hold you here? You and I do not live as 

people who are afraid of death. We live as people who understand 

that death is our transportation to eternal life with God. While most 

of us have things to finish here before we go, we still look forward to 

our final destination.  

 Our readings today are all about the end of the world which is 

that on which we are focused during Advent.  Advent is not just a 

countdown to Christmas. While it is that, it is more than that. As the 

people of old counted down until the Messiah came, we count down 

until He returns. Jesus is talking about His second coming in our 

Gospel for today. 

 “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the 

earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the 

sea and the waves, people fainting with fear and with foreboding of 
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what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be 

shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud 

with power and great glory.” 

The picture He paints is bleak. People will literally be fainting 

with fear and foreboding. I don’t blame them! Imagine that you are 

one of the people who have lived your whole life for your own 

pleasure. You have ignored the Church and lived however you 

wanted. You have mocked and derided Godly pastors and teachers 

because they confronted you with the truth of God’s Word. You have 

stepped on whomever you needed to so that you could benefit. Then 

the sky is torn apart with light and the Savior of the Nations 

descends. Suddenly you understand that everything you believed 

was a lie. You had bought into the lies and treacheries of people who 

did not want you to follow God’s Word. You have opted for 

convenience and self-justification instead of truth. Imagine the 

dread you feel as Jesus descends from the sky with the Host of 

Heaven. 

But Jesus isn’t talking to us. While we have been far from 

perfect, here we are asking for forgiveness, being restored once 

again, and taking the opportunity to start over. Here we are being 

washed clean of all sin by the very body and blood of Jesus and 

strengthened in our faith so that we can do better this week than we 
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did last week. Here we are faithfully waiting for the Son of God to 

appear and take us to paradise. So, Jesus isn’t talking to us, until He 

gets to verse 28. Then He says, 

“Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and 

raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

These things are taking place. They have been taking place 

since Jesus ascended into Heaven. In some ages, we have been 

better at combatting evil, and in other ages, like this one, we have 

been less successful.  Sometimes the evil has come at us with no 

mask: Adolf Hitler, Mao Zedong, Ted Bundy. Today, the evil hides in 

the shadows and tries to corrupt our children when we are not 

paying attention. In our community, some schools send home books 

with 2nd and 3rd graders that openly support children being 

transexual and non-binary. There is an elementary school classroom 

in Wooddale that has a litterbox in it for a child who identifies as a 

cat. Mental illness is being normalized and encouraged instead of 

treated, and Satan is twitching his tail with glee. But don’t become 

distraught.  

“Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and 

raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”  
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The worse it gets, the greater hope we have because we know 

that it will get worse and eventually, Jesus will return. Those who 

have remained faithful to Him will rejoice and celebrate as we enter 

paradise. Those who have not been faithful to Him will weep and 

mourn and faint in terror as they are cast into Hell for all eternity. 

Until that day comes, we keep our heads up and continue feeding 

our faith. We wash our children in Baptismal water and nourish them 

with God’s Word. Not one of us is perfect and we have all sinned, but 

we are all forgiven unless we reject God’s manifold grace, and we 

look forward to the world to come, the world we have been promised 

from before the beginning of time. 

 


