Lenten Midweek 5
April 2, 2025
Holden Evening Prayer

Prelude Hope of the World Frances Havergal
to follow text, see LSB 690, st. 1, 4

Versicles

Solo Jesus Christ, You are the light of the world,

All The light no darkness can overcome.

Solo Stay with us now, for it is evening,

All And the day is almost over.

Solo Let Your light scatter the darkness,

All And shine within Your people here.

Evening Hymn “Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory” tune: JOYOUS LIGHT

All Joyous light of heav'nly glory, loving glow of God’s own face,

You who sing creation’s story, shine on ev'ry land and race.
Now as evening falls around us, we shall raise our songs to You.
God of daybreak, God of shadows, come and light our hearts anew.

In the stars that grace the darkness, in the blazing sun of dawn,

In the light of peace and wisdom, we can hear Your quiet song.

Love that fills the night with wonder, love that warms the weary soul,
Love that bursts all chains asunder, set us free and make us whole.

You who made the heaven'’s splendor, ev'ry dancing star of night,
Make us shine with gentle justice, let us each reflect Your light.
Mighty God of all creation, gentle Christ who lights our way,
Loving Spirit of salvation lead us on to endless day.

Evening Thanksgiving

Solo May God be with you all.

All And also with you.

Solo Let us sing our thanks to God.

All It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Solo Blessed are You, Creator of the universe, from old You have led Your people by night and

day. May the light of Your Christ make our darkness bright, for Your Word and Your
presence are the light of our pathways, and You are the light and life of all creation.
All Amen.

Psalm 141
Refrain:

All Let my prayer rise up like incense before You,
The lifting up of my hands as an offering to You.



O God, | call to You, come to me now;
O hear my voice when I cry to You. Refrain

Keep watch within me, God; deep in my heart
may the light of Your love be burning bright. Refrain

All praise to the God of all, Creator of life;
All praise be to Christ and the Spirit of love. Refrain

Silence for Meditation
May our prayers come before You, O God, as incense, and may Your presence surround and fill us, so
that in union with all creation, we might sing Your praise and Your love in our lives. Amen.

Reading Hagar and Sarah Galatians 4:21-31

21Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the law? 2%For it is written that
Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and one by a free woman. 2°But the son of the slave
was born according to the flesh, while the son of the free woman was born through promise. >*Now
this may be interpreted allegorically: these women are two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai,
bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar. ’Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to
the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. 2°But the Jerusalem above is free, and she
is our mother. 2’For it is written,

“Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear;

break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor!
For the children of the desolate one will be more

than those of the one who has a husband.”

28Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. 2°But just as at that time he who was born
according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so also it is now. 3°But
what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the son of the slave woman
shall not inherit with the son of the free woman.” 3'So, brothers, we are not children of the slave but
of the free woman.

P The light shines in the darkness.
C And the darkness has not overcome it.

Office Hymn “The Law of God Is Good and Wise” LSB 579, choir sts. 4, 5

All The Law of God is good and wise
And sets His will before our eyes,
Shows us the way of righteousness,
And dooms to death when we transgress.

Its light of holiness imparts

The knowledge of our sinful hearts
That we may see our lost estate
And turn from sin before too late.

To those who help in Christ have found
And would in works of love abound
It shows what deeds are His delight
And should be done as good and right.

Choir  But those who scornfully disdain
God'’s Law shall then in sin remain;
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congregation responds to each petition:

Its terror in their ear resounds
And keeps their wickedness in bounds.

The Law is good; but since the fall
Its holiness condemns us all;

It dooms us for our sin to die
And has no pow'r to justify.

To Jesus we for refuge flee,

Who from the curse has set us free,
And humbly worship at His throne,
Saved by His grace through faith alone.

“We Live Under Grace not Law”
cat

An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth
To a woman whose name was Mary.

Galatians 4:21-31

Luke 1:46-55

The angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you.

You shall bear a child, and his name shall be Jesus,
The Chosen One of God Most High.”

And Mary said, “I am the servant of my God, | live to do Your will.

My soul proclaims Your greatness, O God,

And my spirit rejoices in You.

You have looked with love on Your servant here,
And blessed me all my life through.

Great and mighty are You, O Holy One,
Strong is Your kindness evermore.

How you favor the weak and lowly one,
Humbling the proud of heart!

You have cast the mighty down from their thrones,
And uplifted the humble of heart.

You have filled the hungry with wondrous things,
And left the wealthy no part.

Great and mighty are You, O Faithful One,
Strong is Your justice, strong Your love,
As You promised to Sarah and Abraham,
Kindness forevermore.

My soul proclaims Your greatness, O God,

And my spirit rejoices in You.

You have looked with love on Your servant here,
And blessed me all my life through.

Solo Help us, comfort us, all of our days.
All  Keep us, hold us, gracious God.

Collect of the Day

God of mercy, hold us in love.



Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only
punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant
that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve
You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Closing Prayer

Great and merciful God, source and ground of all goodness and life, give to Your people the peace
that passes all understanding, and the will to live Your gospel of mercy and justice, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

God, remember us in Your love, and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Final Blessing
Solo Let us bless our God.
All Praise and thanks to You.
Solo May God, Creator, bless us and keep us,
May Christ be ever light for our lives,
May the Spirit of Love be our guide and path for all of our days.

All Amen.
Closing Hymn  “To Your Temple, Lord, | Come” LSB 981, choir sts. 5, 6
All To Your temple, Lord, | come,

For it is my worship home.
This earth has no better place,
Here | see my Savior’s face.

I through Him am reconciled,

| through Him become Your child.
Abba, Father, give me grace

In Your courts Your love to trace.

While Your glorious praise is sung,
Touch my lips, unloose my tongue
That my joyful soul may bless

Christ the Lord, my righteousness.



All While the prayers of saints ascend,
God of love, to mine attend.
Hear me, for Your Spirit pleads;
Hear, for Jesus intercedes.

Choir  While | listen to Your Law,
Fill my soul with humble awe
Till Your Gospel bring to me
Life and immortality.

While Your ministers proclaim
Peace and pardon in Your name,
Through their voice, by faith, may |
Hear You speaking from the sky.

All From Your house when I return,
May my heart within me burn,
And at evening let me say,
“l have walked with God today.”

Postlude
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