
THANKSGIVING EVE 
November 26, 2025 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Villa Park, Illinois 
 

Please bring your food gifts to the front of the sanctuary 
 
Thank you for honoring God with your presence this evening.  Tonight, we praise God  
for sustaining life in and through His Word.  The nation resounds with thanksgiving for the earth’s bountiful 
harvest, crops of wheat and grains, all beneath the canopy of God’s almighty care.  As we worship, let us be 
strengthened in our faith, focusing on the abundant blessings God has given us, thankful in all circumstances 
of our life.    
To God be the glory! 
 
 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
WELCOME 
 
RESPONSIVE READING       Psalm 67 
 
P:     May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, 
C:    that your way may be known on earth, your saving power among all nations. 
 
P:     Let the people praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! 
C:    Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the people with equity and guide the nations 

upon earth. 
 
P:     Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you!   
C:    The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, shall bless us. 
 
P:     God shall bless us; let all the ends of the earth fear him! 
 
 
OPENING HYMN     Praise and Thanksgiving    LSB 789 
 
1 Praise and thanksgiving, Father, we offer 

For all things living, created good: 
Harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, 
Hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood. 

 
2 Bless, Lord, the labor we bring to serve You 

That with our neighbor we may be fed. 
Sowing or tilling, we would work with You, 
Harvesting, milling for daily bread. 

 
3 Father, providing food for Your children, 

By Your wise guiding teach us to share 
One with another, so that, rejoicing 
With us, all others may know Your care. 

 
INVOCATION  
 
P:     With thanksgiving and praise, we begin our worship in the name of the Father  

and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:     Amen. 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
P:     Brothers and sisters in Christ.  If we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness and fill our hearts  
with joy. 

         Let us then confess our sins to God, our Father. 
C:     Almighty God, our heavenly Father, I confess to you all my sins and wrongdoing in thought, word, 

and deed.  Especially I confess that  
I have not been thankful. Forgive me for my lack of a thankful heart and renew me in the great 
hope of living as your child now and in eternity. 

 
P:     From eternity He decided to send His Son as one of us to die for the sins of all people. He daily and richly 

forgives us all our sins, for which it is our duty and delight to return to Him thanks and praise.  As a called 
and ordained servant 



of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name  
of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:     Amen!   Thanks be to God! 
 
HYMN      Come, Ye Thankful People, Come   LSB 892 
 
1 Come, ye thankful people, come; 

Raise the song of harvest home. 
All be safely gathered in 
Ere the winter storms begin; 

 God, our maker, doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied. 
Come to God’s own temple, come; 
Raise the song of harvest home. 

 
2 All the world is God’s own field, 

Fruit unto His praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, 
Unto joy or sorrow grown. 
First the blade and then the ear, 
Then the full corn shall appear. 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 
Wholesome grain and pure may be. 

 

THANKSGIVING COLLECT 
 
P:    The Lord be with you. 
C:    And also with you. 
 
P:    Let us pray.   Almighty God, Your mercies are new every morning and You graciously provide for all our 

needs of body and soul.  Grant us Your Holy Spirit  
that we may acknowledge Your goodness, give thanks for Your benefits, and serve You in willing 
obedience all our days; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives  

 and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:   Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON    Deuteronomy 8:1-10 
 
The whole commandment that I command you today you shall be careful to do, 
that you may live and multiply;, and go in and possess the land that the Lord swore 
to give to your fathers. 

 
And you shall remember the whole way that the Lord your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, 
that he might humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep his 
commandments or not. 
 
And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know nor did your fathers 
know, that he might make you know that man does not live 
by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 
 
Your clothing did not wear out on you and your foot did not swell these forty years.  Know then in your heart 
that, as a man disciplines his son, the Lord your God disciplines you.  So you shall keep the commandments of 
the Lord your God by walking in his ways and by fearing him. 
 
L:     This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:     Thanks be to God! 
 
EPISTLE LESSON       Philippians 4:6-20 
 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God.   And the peace of God which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever  
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these things.  What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me – practice 
these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 
I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me.  You were indeed 
concerned for me, but you had not opportunity.  Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in 
whatever situation I am to be content.  I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound.  In any and 
every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need.  I can do all 
things through him who strengthens me. 



 
Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble.  And you Philippians yourselves know that 
in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and 
receiving, except you only.   Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and again.   Not that I 
seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit.  I have received full payment, and more.  I am 
well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable 
and pleasing to God.  And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus.  To our God and Father by glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
L:     This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:    Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN     Now Thank We All Our God   LSB 895 
 
1 Now thank we all our God 

    With hearts and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things has done, 
    In whom His world rejoices; 

 Who from our mothers’ arms 
    Has blest us on our way 
With countless gifts of love 
    And still is ours today. 

 
2 Oh, may this bounteous God 

    Through all our life be near us, 
With ever joyful hearts 
    And blessèd peace to cheer us 
And keep us in His grace 
    And guide us when perplexed 
And free us from all ills 
    In this world and the next!  

 
GOSPEL LESSON      Luke 17:11-19 
 
On the way to Jerusalem (Jesus) was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 
 
And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance and lifted up their voices, 
saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.”   When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to 
the priests.”   And as they went they were cleansed.   
 
Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell 
on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks.   Now he was a Samaritan.   Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten 
cleansed?   Where are the nine?   Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?”   
And he 
said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.” 
 
P:    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON HYMN       Now Thank We All Our God  LSB 895 
 
All praise and thanks to God The Father now be given, 
The Son, and Him who reigns With them in highest heaven, 
The one eternal God, Whom earth and heav’n adore; 
For thus it was, is now, And shall be evermore. 
 
 
SERMON       “An Attitude of Gratitude Under All Circumstances” 
                               Luke 17:11-19     I Thessalonians 5:15,16,17 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into 
hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty.   
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen! 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
After each petition the Pastor prays, “Lord, in your mercy…” to which the congregation responds “Hear our 
prayer!” 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven.   Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.    
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
OFFERTORY         We Praise You, O God    LSB 785 
       (While the offerings are being received, the congregation will sing) 
                                        
1 We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator; 

    In grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 
We lay it before You, we kneel and adore You; 
    We bless Your holy name, glad praises we sing. 

 
2 We worship You, God of our fathers, we bless You; 

    Through trial and tempest our guide You have been. 
When perils o’ertake us, You will not forsake us, 
    And with Your help, O Lord, our struggles we win. 

 
3 With voices united our praises we offer 

    And gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise. 
With You, Lord, beside us, Your strong arm will guide us. 
    To You, our great Redeemer, forever be praise! 

 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
P:    O Lord, you crown the year with Your bounty; the meadows clothe themselves  
 with autumnal leaves, the valleys deck themselves with grain, they shout and sing together for joy.   We 

have now paused a while from our busy schedules in order  
 to be here in Your house to give thanks for all Your blessings of body and soul.   
 And now as we prepare to depart from this sanctuary, keep us aware not only  
 of the blessings we have received, but also of You, the source of those blessings.    
 We pray this in Christ’s Name. 
C:   Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P:    Now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ +, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be and 

abide with you now and forever. 
C:   Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN     America, the Beautiful 
 
O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain! 
America! America! God shed His grace on thee  
And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea! 
 
O beautiful for pilgrim feet, whose stern, impassioned stress 
A thoroughfare for freedom beat across the wilderness! 
America! America! God mend thine every flaw, 
Confirm thy soul in self-control, Thy liberty in law! 
 
O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years 
Thine alabaster cities gleam undimmed by human tears! 
America! America! God shed His grace on thee 
And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea! 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
Officiant and Proclaimer:     Rev. Dr. David H. Ritt 
Organist:   Katrina Jurica 
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