
The Fourth Sunday in Advent 
December 20-21, 2025 

Divine Service, Setting Three, p. 184 
 

Prelude Carol of the Bells (8:00) Mykola Leontovych 
 Greensleeves (10:30) anon. 

Invocation (stand) p. 184 

Confession and Absolution  

Entrance Hymn “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” LSB 356 

Solo The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
With wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame: 
“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, 
Most highly favored lady.” 

All  Gloria! 
 
Solo “For know a blessèd mother thou shalt be, 

All generations laud and honor thee; 
Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
Most highly favored lady.” 

All  Gloria! 
 
All Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head; 

“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said. 
“My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name.” 
Most highly favored lady, 
    Gloria! 

 
All Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 

In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, 
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 
“Most highly favored lady.” 
    Gloria! 

 
Kyrie  p. 186 

Lord, have mercy upon us.  
Christ, have mercy upon us.  
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Collect of the Day p. 189 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the 

sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; 
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. (sit) 

 
Old Testament The Sign of Immanuel Isaiah 7:10–17 

10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high 
as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear 
then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore 
the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good. 16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two 
kings you dread will be deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and upon 



your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the 
king of Assyria.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual Zechariah 9:9a; Psalm 118:26, alt. 

 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.* 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem. 
Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 
 righteous and having sal- | vation. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.* 
 From the house of the Lord we | bless you. 

 
Epistle   Greetings to the Romans Romans 1:1-7 

1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2which he 
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning his Son, who was 
descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be the Son of God in power 
according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through 
whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of 
his name among all the nations, 6including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Verse of the Day (stand) Matthew 1:23a 

 
Alleluia. Alleluia.   
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and | bear a son,*  
 and they shall call his name Im-| manuel.   
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel  The Birth of Jesus Matthew 1:18–25 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed 
to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her 
husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 
20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called 
his name Jesus. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. (sit) 

 



Hymn of the Day “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB 357, vv. 1-4 

All O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 

  Refrain 
All Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
Women O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

Who ord’rest all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, 
And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 

 
Men O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 

Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
In ancient times didst give the Law 
In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain 

 
All O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 

Free them from Satan’s tyranny 
That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, 
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain 

 
Sermon “When God’s plans seem strange” Matthew 1:18–25 

Apostles' Creed (stand) p. 192 

Offering (sit)  

Offertory (stand) p. 192 

Prayer of the Church congregation responds “Hear our prayer” 

Preface p. 194 

Sanctus p. 195 

Lord’s Prayer p. 196 

Words of Institution p. 197 

Pax Domini  

Agnus Dei p. 198  

Distribution (sit) “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come” LSB 350 

 Come, Thou precious Ransom, come, 
   Only hope for sinful mortals! 
Come, O Savior of the world! 
   Open are to Thee all portals. 
Come, Thy beauty let us see; 
Anxiously we wait for Thee. 

 
 Enter now my waiting heart, 

   Glorious King and Lord most holy. 
Dwell in me and ne’er depart, 
   Though I am but poor and lowly. 



Ah, what riches will be mine 
When Thou art my guest divine! 

 
 My hosannas and my palms 

   Graciously receive, I pray Thee; 
Evermore, as best I can, 
   Savior, I will homage pay Thee, 
And in faith I will embrace, 
Lord, Thy merit through Thy grace. 

 
 Hail! Hosanna, David’s Son! 

   Jesus, hear our supplication! 
Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown, 
   Bring us blessing and salvation, 
That forever we may sing: 
Hail! Hosanna to our King. 

 

Nunc Dimittis (stand)  p. 199 

Thanksgiving   p. 200 

Salutation and Benedicamus p. 201 

Benediction   p. 202 

Closing Hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB 357, vv. 5-7 

Postlude 
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