
The First Sunday after Christmas 
December 27-28, 2025 

Divine Service, Setting Four, p. 203 

Prelude 

Invocation, Confession, and Absolution (stand) p. 203 

Entrance Hymn “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” LSB 380  

Kyrie  p. 204 

Gloria in Excelsis  

Collect of the Day 
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet 
more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made 
Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. (sit)  

Old Testament The Lord’s Mercy Remembered Isaiah 63:7–14 
7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, 
 the praises of the LORD, 
according to all that the LORD has granted us, 
 and the great goodness to the house of Israel 
that he has granted them according to his compassion, 
 according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 
 children who will not deal falsely.” 
 And he became their Savior. 
9In all their affliction he was afflicted, 
 and the angel of his presence saved them; 
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
 he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
10But they rebelled 
 and grieved his Holy Spirit; 
therefore he turned to be their enemy, 
 and himself fought against them. 
11Then he remembered the days of old, 
 of Moses and his people. 
Where is he who brought them up out of the sea 
 with the shepherds of his flock? 
Where is he who put in the midst of them 
 his Holy Spirit, 
12who caused his glorious arm 
 to go at the right hand of Moses, 
who divided the waters before them 
 to make for himself an everlasting name, 
 13who led them through the depths? 
Like a horse in the desert, 
 they did not stumble. 
14Like livestock that go down into the valley, 
 the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. 
So you led your people, 
 to make for yourself a glorious name. 

A This is the word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 



Gradual Isaiah 9:6, Psalm 98:1a 
To us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
 and the government shall be upon his shoulder. 
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Sing to the Lord a new song, 
 for he has done marvelous things! 

Epistle   Sons and Heirs  Galatians 4:4–7 
4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the 

law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And 
because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So 
you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

A This is the word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Verse of the Day (stand) Luke 2:30, 32 

Alleluia. Alleluia.   
My eyes have seen your salvation;  
 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.  
Alleluia. Alleluia.   

 
 
Holy Gospel  The Flight to Egypt and Return to Nazareth Matthew 2:13-23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

13When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 
and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for 
Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  

14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and remained 
there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of 
Egypt I called my son.” 

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he 
sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or 
under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was 
spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 

18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
 weeping and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
 she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 
19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 

20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the 
child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 
22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was 
afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went 
and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall 
be called a Nazarene.” 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to You, O Christ. 

Nicene Creed p. 206 

Hymn of the Day (sit) “O Sing of Christ”  LSB 362 

Sermon “Abba! Father!” Galatians 4:4–7 



Prayer of the Church (stand) congregation responds “Hear our prayer”   

Offering (sit) 

Preface (stand) p. 208  

Sanctus   

Prayer of Thanksgiving p. 209 

Lord’s Prayer   

Words of Institution  

Pax Domini 

Agnus Dei  p. 210 

Distribution (sit) “What Child Is This” LSB 370 

 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
    On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
    While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the king, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
    Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
    The babe, the son of Mary! 
 

 Why lies He in such mean estate 
    Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
    The silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 
The cross be borne for me, for you; 
    Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
    The babe, the son of Mary! 
 

 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
    Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 
    Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
Raise, rais the song on high, 
The virgin sings her lullaby; 
    Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
    The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

Post-Communion Hymn (stand)  “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”  
 LSB 924, st. 1 

 Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing, 
    Fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
Let us each, Your love possessing, 
    Triumph in redeeming grace. 
O refresh us; O refresh us, 
Trav’ling through this wilderness. 
 



Post-Communion Collect p. 212 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

Closing Hymn “Joy to the World”  LSB 387  

Postlude 
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