The Ascension of Our Lord
May 14, 2026
Compline, p. 253

The congregation assembles in silence.

Service of Light

Opening Versicles (stand) p. 253
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The Lord Almighty grant us a qui-et night and peace at the last.
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It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
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to sing praise to Your name, O Most High;
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to herald Your love in the morn - ing,
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Your truth at the close of the day.
Exhortation p. 254

L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for self-examination.

Confession of Sins p. 254

L Holy and gracious God,

C I confess that | have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin
| know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which | am ashamed—but some is known
only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ | ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that |
may rest in peace.

L By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven. We rest
now in His peace and rise in the morning to serve Him.

C Amen. (sit)

Christmas
Hymn “Crown Him with Many Crowns” LSB 525, st. 2

Crown Him the virgin’s Son, the God incarnate born,
Whose arm those crimson trophies won which now His brow adorn:



Fruit of the mystic rose, yet of that rose the stem,
The root whence mercy ever flows, the babe of Bethlehem.

Reading for Christmas The Birth of Jesus Christ Luke 2:1-14

'In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.
2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered,
each to his own town. “And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea,
to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David,
>to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were there, the time
came for her to give birth. ’And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. °And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were filled with fear. "°And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you good
news of a great joy that will be for all the people. '"For unto you is born this day in the city of David
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. ?And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” *And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

A O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Christmas Hymn “Angels We Have Heard on High” LSB 368

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heav'nly song?
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Collect for Christmas

Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the
bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Lent
Hymn  “Crown Him with Many Crowns” LSB 525, st. 3

Crown Him the Lord of love. Behold His hands and side,

Rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified.

No angels in the sky can fully bear that sight,

But downward bend their wond'ring eyes at mysteries so bright.

Reading for Lent The Crucifixion Luke 23:33-56

3And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 3And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know
not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 3>And the people stood by, watching,
but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, "He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God,
his Chosen One!” 3¢The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 3’and



saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This
is the King of the Jews."

3%0ne of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save
yourself and us!” 4°But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the
same sentence of condemnation? 4’And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our
deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come
into your kingdom.” #*And he said to him, “Truly, | say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

4|t was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth
hour, °while the sun’s light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. *Then Jesus,
calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands | commit my spirit!” And having said this
he breathed his last. #’Now when the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God, saying,
“Certainly this man was innocent!” 8And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when
they saw what had taken place, returned home beating their breasts. °And all his acquaintances and
the women who had followed him from Galilee stood at a distance watching these things.

*Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town of Arimathea. He was a member of
the council, a good and righteous man, >'who had not consented to their decision and action; and
he was looking for the kingdom of God. **This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.
>3Then he took it down and wrapped it in a linen shroud and laid him in a tomb cut in stone, where
no one had ever yet been laid. >*It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning. >>The
women who had come with him from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how his body was laid.
*6Then they returned and prepared spices and ointments.

On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment.

A O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Lenten Hymn “Were You There” LSB 456, sts. 1-3

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Oh ... Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?

Oh ... Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?

Oh... Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?

Collect for Lent

Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be
betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful men to suffer death upon the cross; through the
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

Easter
Hymn  “Crown Him with Many Crowns” LSB 525, st. 4

Crown Him the Lord of life, Who triumphed o’er the grave
And rose victorious in the strife for those He came to save.
His glories now we sing, Who died and rose on high,

Who died eternal life to bring and lives that death may die.



Reading for Easter  The Resurrection Luke 24:1-12

'0n the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had
prepared. 2And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they went in they did
not find the body of the Lord Jesus. “While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood
by them in dazzling apparel. >And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the
men said to them, "Why do you seek the living among the dead? ®He is not here, but has risen.
Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, “that the Son of Man must be delivered into
the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” 8And they remembered his
words, %and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest.
""Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women with
them who told these things to the apostles, "but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they
did not believe them. '?But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen
cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling at what had happened.

A O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Easter Hymn “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” LSB 457

Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
Unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!

But the pains which He endured, Alleluia!
Our salvation have procured; Alleluia!
Now above the sky He’s king, Alleluia!
Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!

(stand for final stanza)

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
Praise eternal as His love; Alleluia!
Praise Him, all ye heav'nly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!

Collect for Easter

Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You have overcome death
and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of our
Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Ascension

Hymn  “Crown Him with Many Crowns” LSB 525, sts. 1-2

Crown Him with many crowns, the Lamb upon His throne;
Hark how the heav'nly anthem drowns all music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing of Him who died for thee,

And hail Him as thy matchless king through all eternity.



Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, enthroned in worlds above,

Crown Him the king to whom is giv'n the wondrous name of Love.
Crown Him with many crowns as thrones before Him fall;

Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, for He is king of all.

Reading for Ascension The Ascension Luke 24:44-53

4Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still with you, that
everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”
4Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, “°and said to them, “Thus it is written,
that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, *’and that repentance and
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. *You
are witnesses of these things. “°’And behold, | am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But
stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”

*°Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. *"While he
blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. **And they worshiped him and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, *>and were continually in the temple blessing God.

A O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Ascension Hymn “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” LSB 493, sts. 1-4

A hymn of glory let us sing! New hymns throughout the world shall ring:
Alleluia, alleluia!

Christ, by a road before untrod, ascends unto the throne of God.
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

The holy apostolic band upon the Mount of Olives stand.
Alleluia, alleluia!

And with His faithful foll’'wers see their Lord ascend in majesty.
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

To them the shining angels cry, “Why stand and gaze upon the sky?”
Alleluia, alleluia!

“This is the Savior,” thus they say; “This is His glorious triumph day!”
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

“You see Him now, ascending high up to the portals of the sky.”
Alleluia, alleluia!

“Hereafter Jesus you shall see returning in great majesty.”
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Collect for Ascension

Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so may
we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Responsory p. 255
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In-to Your hands, O Lord, I com - mend my  spir-it.
V_p———ﬁ—ﬁ—g—ﬁf—_'—'—l—ﬂ
| — i ——— ! il
R ~—— \_/ P
In-to Your hands I com - mend my  spir - it.
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You have re - deemed me, O Lord, God of  truth.
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In-to Your hands I com - mend my  spir - it.
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Glory be to the Fa - ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it.
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In-to Your hands I com - mend my  spir - it.
Sermon “"Witnesses to the Truth” Luke 24:44-53
Prayer
Versicles (stand) p. 249
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Hear my prayer, O Lord;
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listen to my cry.
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Keep me as the apple of Your eye;
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hide me in the shadow of Your wings.
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In righteousness 1 shall see You;
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when I awake, Your presence will give me joy.




Collects at the Close of the Day

Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are wearied
by the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen and the evening
comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in
Your mercy grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers
of this night; for the love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let Your holy angels
dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be on us always; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

C  Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Nunc Dimittis (Divine Service, Setting Three) p. 199

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace
According to Thy word,

For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,

Which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
A light to lighten the Gentiles

And the glory of Thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Benediction p. 259
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you and keep
you. Amen.



Closing Hymn  “Beautiful Savior” LSB 537

Beautiful Savior, King of creation,

Son of God and Son of Man!

Truly I'd love Thee, truly I'd serve Thee,
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands,
Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring;

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,

He makes our sorr’'wing spirit sing.

Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight,
Bright the sparkling stars on high;

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer
Than all the angels in the sky.

Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations,
Son of God and Son of Man!

Glory and honor, praise, adoration
Now and forevermore be Thine!

Postlude
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