Lent Midweek 2 - March 12, 2025
Text: Genesis 3:1-21
Theme: You Will Be Like God

A Lutheran theologian, Gerhard Forde, suggested that the fall
into sin was not a fall down, but a fall up. Picture someone rushing
up the stairs. Just as they reach the top, they slip and fall all the way
down to the bottom again. Satan tempted Adam and Eve to try to

claim the top spot by being like God. How did he do that?

He did that then the same way he does it now. First, he calls

God’s Word into question.

“Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the
garden’?” You can hear the presumption dripping from the words.
How dare a fallen angel suggest that God did not actually say
something? But sadly, Eve took the bait. She engaged. Just like we
are still tempted to do and do so often. This same old ploy still works
very well for Satan and he never gives up on something that works

so well on us.

Did God actually say that He is the one true God and all other

gods are false?

Did God actually say that marriage is only for a man and a

woman and it’s for life?



Did God actually say that all human beings are either male or

female?

Did God actually say that if you hate your neighbor, you have

committed murder?

Did God actually say that if one does not work, neither shall he

eat?

God said all of that and much, much more. All these words of
God have been openly doubted, denied, and mocked in the world

over the centuries, but particularly in the last 20 years.

The next thing that Satan did in the Garden was to contradict
the Word of God and made it seem as though God were lying for self-

serving purposes.

“You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good
and evil.” That's where the fall up comes in. Satan wants us to
believe that attaining equality with God is a possibility. He thinks of
God as the playground bully who, if you stand up to him, will wither
and run away. Satan hates God because God drew a line in the sand
and when Satan stepped over it, God threw him out of heaven and
cursed him for all eternity. I have noticed that people often hate a

strong person who draws a line and holds firmly to it. It is as though
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people want everything to be negotiable but that in and of itself is a

probable Hell.

A child with weak parents who give in to every tantrum
becomes an insecure and frightened child. If he can run the house by
demanding what he wants, where are his limits? Where are his
boundaries? In fact, he is in charge of the household. He will think
he has what he wants but, in reality, he is terrified. All human beings
need boundaries. We need to know that God is in charge and has
given us the parameters within which we are to live. That makes us
secure and content. It would be horribly frightening for God to
change and give in to us. I once heard a minister from a liberal
protestant church body preach that the Flood was an example of God
being immature and needing to grow up. She said that the flood was
like a temper tantrum when God did not get the devotion for which
he was hoping from the people he loved. That is the kind of heresy
that is being taught in some of the mainline protestant churches in
the USA. That is the way they try to get around God’s Law. They
want to cross the line. They want to enjoy some activity that God

has called sinful so they diminish God and so diminish His law.

But the Word of God is clear. God sets the parameters and
expects us to stay within the lines. The Law is not negotiable. When

we break the Law, there are earthly consequences for our actions,
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some are seen and some are unseen. A person who sins against God
can be certain that the consequences will come, but they do not
always come immediately and sometimes God allows us to repent
and change course before they come at all. I think God for all the do

overs I have received so that I could avoid His discipline.

In the curse, God warned Satan that he would send a man born
of woman to destroy him. But God never said when. Satan never
knew when the consequence would come, when the axe would fall.
So, every time a male child was born from that day until Jesus Christ
was born, Satan had to worry if this was the one who would be his

doom. Genesis 3:15,

"I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between
your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you
shall bruise his heel.” 1t is called the first Gospel of the Bible. From
that moment on Adam and Eve knew that their banishment would
not be forever. We too know that our banishment will not be forever.
Because Jesus died on the cross and suffered Hell for us, Satan is
doomed. Jesus will return and Satan will be locked away in Hell
forever. You and I will return to the Garden, this time forever. You
and I will receive the place Jesus prepared for us 2,000 years ago

and we will live forever, and we really will be “like God again.”



