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Lent Midweek 5 –April 2, 2025 
Text:  Galatians 4:21-31   
Theme:  We Live Under Grace not Law 
 
 The false teachers had been teaching that Gentiles were 

children of Ishmael and therefore not included in the promise of 

salvation. They said that only people descended from Isaac were 

saved. Paul countered that false teaching with the very law they 

professed that demonstrated their point. It does not matter from 

whom one is descended according to the flesh. It only matters from 

whom one is descended according to the promise. You and I are 

Gentiles, no doubt, but we are descended according to the promise. 

In fact, anyone, Jew or Gentile, who do not believe in Christ, is the 

one trapped under the law, a descendant of Ishmael. Those who 

confess Christ are descended from Isaac. 

 Sadly, many people today still choose to live under the law.  

There is a great scene in the series “The West Wing” where Martin 

Sheen, playing the president, confronts a fundamentalist Christian. 

He has walked into the room and she has refused to stand because 

she believes that she has the moral high ground. I was greatly 

saddened when I saw this in real life at President Trump’s address 

to Congress when people who did not agree with him refused to 

stand when he entered the room. We have reached a new low in this 

nation when people are so self-centered and egotistical that they 
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refuse to respect the office of the president because of the man who 

happens to occupy the office right now. Anyway, this woman on the 

West Wing thought she had the high ground but soon discovered 

that going toe to toe with someone who knows the Bible well is most 

difficult for one who has only memorized a few proof texts to prove 

her point. The fundamentalist wanted the president to legislate 

against all kinds of people with whom she disagreed. She had 

decided that “those people” are not people of the promise and 

should be punished, or at the very least ostracized. The president 

begins quoting from memory all kinds of ceremonial laws from 

Leviticus. Should he stone someone to death for committing 

adultery? Is it okay to sell his daughter into slavery under certain 

conditions? He went on until the fundamentalist was cowed down 

and then he told her that when the president of the United States 

walks into a room everyone stands, including her. She shakily got to 

her feet. 

 In her effort to enforce the law to control others, she found 

herself living under the very law she was using, and therefore she 

was accused and condemned by the same law she sought to use 

against others. If we decide that certain types of law breakers, also 

known as sinners by the way, should be excluded from the family, 

where do we stop? This church would be empty. Not one of us could 
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stand up to the scrutiny of the law of God. That is Paul’s point. If you 

want to live under the law instead of the promise, then a life of 

perfect, holy works is your only salvation and that is quite 

impossible for any human being except Jesus. 

 On the other hand, if we prefer to live under the promise, then 

there is forgiveness to be received. We are sons and daughters of 

Isaac who was born according to the promise of God and from 

whose line would come the Christ. Paul quotes Isaiah, 

 “Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; break forth and cry 

aloud, you who are not in labor! For the children of the desolate one 

will be more than those of the one who has a husband.” 

 Sarah was barren, just as the people of God were barren, 

unable to produce the works they needed to be saved. They were 

lost and desolate. Sarah became the beacon of hope for the people 

of God. If God could bring forth a son to a 90-year-old woman and 

thus heal her barrenness, He could heal the barrenness of His people 

as well, and He did just that. From Isaac’s line came Jesus who did 

not abolish the law, but fulfilled it for us. 

 That means that you have completely fulfilled God’s law 

through Christ. When God opens the books of judgement, your name 

is written in the Book of Life because regardless of how well or how 
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poorly you have kept the law, Christ has already kept it for you. 

During Lent we examine our sin, but not in order to catalogue it and 

determine how to fix it. We examine our sin as one might examine a 

huge debt that someone paid off for us. Imagine having a horrible 

terminal disease and being suddenly completely healed from it. 

Imagine holding the medical report in your hand that says you are 

healed and just staring at it as though you can hardly believe it. The 

cross is that report for us. Someone told me once that no matter 

what challenges he is facing, no matter what temptations are 

attacking him, he comes here and sits in the pew and stares at that 

giant cross and remembers that none of it matters because Jesus 

has already fixed everything. Nothing about him is bigger than Jesus 

and nothing attacking him is bigger than Jesus. We rejoice at the 

magnitude of the gift of our complete salvation and we dedicate our 

lives to serving the one who did all this for us purely out of love for 

us. 

 


