Lent Midweek 6 —April 9, 2025
Text: Hebrews 9:11-15
Theme: Because God Loves Us

We don’t know who wrote the book of Hebrews but I'm fairly
certain that whoever did, also wrote the IRS Tax Code. It is the most
convoluted, wordy book of the Bible. The Greek is very difficult and
you have to read the same sentence multiple times to figure out
what the author is saying only to discover that the last three

paragraphs could have been said in about ten words.

Our text before us is a case in point. Ready for the official
Pastor Rogers translation? “Jesus was the perfect sacrifice for all sin
forever.” That’s it. The Jews wanted to offer all kinds of sacrifices to
pay for all kinds of sin. The number of sacrifices that they required
tells us of the complete insufficiency of their religion. When you go
to a restaurant where the menu is the size of a James Mitchner
novel, you have to wonder how good the food will be. If they offer
that many different entree’s, you can bet there are microwaves in
use and freezer burn is the least of your worries. When I go to
places like that, I stick to breakfast because that pretty much has to
be prepared fresh. The best restaurants have a very small menu of

things that are fresh and prepared to order in small batches.

Religion is similar to food. A complex, difficult to describe

religion with dozens of variables has human fingerprints all over it.



A human religion has lots of loopholes and many exemptions from
the rules. It has to be complicated because salvation is impossible
for a sinful human being, so any religion besides Christianity is
relying of smoke and mirrors to get you to whatever they call
heaven. Christianity is very simple if you believe that the Word of

God is Divine and Inerrant.

“"God so loved the worid, that he gave his only Son, that

whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”

That's it. Of course the Bible gives us lots of history and
explanation around that statement. God wants us to see our
ancestors struggle with the same things with which we struggle.
There are lots of stories in the Bible about people getting it all
wrong. There are also great stories of heroes of the faith, sometimes
those same people who got it wrong the first time, giving us
inspiration and encouragement when they got it right, but the story,
at its base, is simple. Jesus Christ entered the eternal sanctuary and
sacrificed His own life and soul for us, so that we can live forever
with Him in paradise. The blood of animals in the Old Testament only
served as a sign that pointed to the one true sacrifice that was
coming. Similarly, our sacrifices of money, time and talents point
backwards to the one true sacrifice that was given for us. Our

sacrifices are in response to what God has done, not in addition to
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what God has done. There doesn’t need to be anything else done. As

Jesus said from the cross, it is finished. Period.

So don’t make salvation more complicated than it is. When
people challenge your beliefs, the answer is simple. You don’t have
to argue or explain scientific data. You don’t have to argue ethical
points of view. It is as simple as saying, "I believe the Bible.” God

says it. I believe it. Why do I believe it? Because,

“"God so loved the worid, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” I
will firmly believe everything God says because He died for me and
suffered Hell for me so that I will live forever. That's why I believe
what He writes in the Holy Scriptures. That’s why I try my very best
to conform my life to His will. That's why I do and say everything I

do and say.

So we continue hearing His Word and receiving His body and
blood until the day comes when we receive the fullness of our
inheritance: eternal life with Him in heaven. The stock market will
fall and rise again. Storms will devastate the land. Wars will come
and go. But nothing changes the Promise of God and nothing

changes our eternal destiny.



