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Easter 4 – May 11, 2025 
Text:  John 16:16–22 
Theme: Proclaiming God’s Truth 
 

The prayer of the day today is pretty straight forward. 

 “You show those in error the light of Your truth so that they 

may return to the way of righteousness. Grant faithfulness to all who 

are admitted into the fellowship of Christ’s Church that they may 

avoid whatever is contrary to their confession and follow all such 

things as are pleasing to You.”  

 “You show those in error the light of your truth so that they 

may return to the way of righteousness.” I wonder where the 

Church got lost on this path? When did the Church stop seeing 

herself as the proclaimer and defender of the truth? When did the 

Church start thinking that her job was to promote social programs, 

be inclusive of every sinful choice, and make people feel good about 

themselves? I have read the Scriptures and I don’t see that calling 

anywhere. 

 Jesus was blunt about our life in this world. 

 “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the 

world will rejoice.” He was preparing the disciples for life on this 

earth while waiting for His return. He did not want them to 

mistakenly believe that it would be easy. No. He used verbs like 
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weep and lament. Recently a complaint got back to me that some 

people who left Trinity, left because they didn’t want to listen to me 

yell at them anymore. That’s funny, because I almost never yell at 

anyone. In fact, I tell parents who are at odds with their children 

that if they yell, they lose because they have lost control. I think if 

you perceive that I am yelling at you, it is because you know that 

you are breaking God’s Law, and you don’t like being called out on it. 

I don’t blame you, but that’s not my problem. This is not a social 

club where we come together to eat coffee cake and chit chat about 

our families. I am not the activity director. This is the Holy Catholic  

Church and I am one of her priests, and you are the body, and, 

together, as the bride of Christ, we have a job to do. 

 Jesus did not want us to be mystified when we realize that the 

job He gave us was very hard. Would I like everyone to love my 

preaching and teaching? Of course I would. No one wants to be 

thought of as a club-wielding ogre. Every Pastor wants his church to 

be full every Sunday with happy, smiling worshippers. I also would 

like all wars to cease and every human on earth to have plenty to 

eat. So much for wishes. You know what they say about wishes, 

horses, and beggars. Sadly, we live in reality, not some kind of left-

wing fantasyland where everyone can do and say whatever they like 

with no consequences. 
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Some people did not like Jesus because He told them the truth. 

They even tried several times to kill Him before eventually 

succeeding. Some people did not like Peter or Paul for the same 

reasons and some people will not like anyone who tells them the 

truth and calls them out on their sin. There is nothing we can do 

about that. When you go to the doctor with strep throat and she 

gives you antibiotics, you can choose to take them or not. All she can 

do is give you the cure. Taking the medicine is up to you. 

 Our calling is to proclaim God’s Word. The Holy Spirit will do 

with it as He sees fit. Our only concern is to be certain that we are 

proclaiming the truth. Some people will rejoice in the truth. Some 

people will be ashamed of their choices, but will turn back to the 

truth. Some people will run from the truth and pursue their own 

agendas and condemn the truth-tellers. We cannot control any of 

that. What we can do is remain steadfastly committed to the truth of 

God’s Word and let the Holy Spirit work. 

 Trust God’s Word. Jesus says to us,  

 “So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again and 

your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.” 

Don’t get drawn into defending or condoning the sinful choices 

people make. Don’t let Satan trick you into trying to justify your own 

sinful choices as though you were a holy and righteous person. Just 
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cast all your cares on Jesus and remember His words to you.  “…I 

will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take 

your joy from you.” Follow Jesus and that is yours – joy that no one 

can take from you. Follow Jesus and you will have the courage to 

speak the truth in a world that glorifies lies. Follow Jesus and 

remember that it is all about Jesus – not you, not me, not politics, 

not sex, not money – only Jesus, nothing else has any eternal 

meaning and only Jesus will give you the strength to rise above the 

sinful world and all its problems, and proclaim His love, His truth, 

and His peace to all who will receive His Word. 

 You know I’m not soft and cuddly. I have a sign in my office 

that says, “This is not a bakery. I don’t sugarcoat anything. If you 

ask for my opinion, then that’s what you will get. Don’t be mad when 

it’s not what you want to hear.” Having said that, today is, of course, 

Mother’s Day. It’s a Hallmark holiday full of sentimental mish mash 

and pink flowers. I don’t preach on the topic of mothers or Mother’s 

Day. But I will say this. Godly mothers are the most important truth-

tellers in our world.  A father can be removed and sanitized from the 

situation. He is the warrior who protects and provides for the family, 

but he typically does it from a higher vantagepoint. A mother is 

down and dirty in the trenches facing the lies of the world one after 

another as they attack her children. Standing in the face of hurt, 
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disappointment and loss and unwaveringly protecting her young like 

a grizzly bear. A mother who believes God’s Word, and relies on 

Jesus is the most important evangelist on this earth. There are no 

great warriors for God who were not profoundly affected by a 

woman who served in the role of mother to them. And biology has 

nothing to do with it. Every woman in this congregation is mother to 

the those who are coming behind her and praise God for all the 

faithful women here and the mighty warriors for God that you are 

raising up. 

 


