Easter 6 — May 25, 2025
Text: James 1:22-27
Theme: Mirror, Mirror on the Wall!

Mirror, mirror on the wall, who is the fairest one of all?
Remember the wicked queen in Snow White? She wanted to hear
that she was the fairest one of all, but alas, it was Show White. That
magic mirror was pretty amazing. Did you know that we each have a
magic mirror as well? It is called the Law of God. Like the wicked
queen’s mirror, our mirror, the Law of God, usually tells us things we
don’t really want to hear.

By “the Law of God” I mean everything in the Bible that God
commands us to do or not to do. An easy summary is the ten
Commandments in Exodus 20, but Jesus makes it even easier in
Matthew 22 when He says,

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first
commandment. And ha second is like it: You shall love your neighbor
as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and
the Prophets.”

So, Jesus makes it really simple for us. When we are loving God
and loving one another, we are keeping God’s law.

God gives us His Law for three reasons or three uses. The first
use of the law is to curb us from crass sin. It is not okay to take your

neighbor’s car because you like it. It is not okay to drive down the
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Eisenhower at 120 mph because you’re in a hurry or you like the
adrenaline rush it gives you. Maybe that seems obvious to you, but
that’s because you have spent your whole life within society, and all
human societies are formed around God’s Law. Why? because the
Law is written on our hearts from the moment of our conception.
Every human being knows God’s Law whether they recognize it as
God’s Law or not. That's the first use of God’s Law. We'll talk about
the second use in a minute but first, I want to talk about the third
use of God’s Law.

The third use of the law is to give us a guide as to how to
please God. Assuming you are grateful to Him for sending Jesus to
die on the cross and suffer Hell for you, you might want to know how
to please Him. The Law tells us just that. God is pleased when you
hold Him above everything else. God is pleased when you worship
Him. God is pleased when love and honor your spouse. God is
pleased when you keep His Commandments. That's the third use.

Today, our text from James, our Epistle, focusses on the second
use of the law: the mirror. The law gives us an honest assessment of
our righteousness. We can look into the law and see where we are
failing to meet God’s standards. The word for sin in the Greek comes
from a military term used for archers. It means missing the mark

with your arrow. Sin is missing the mark and the law shows us



where we miss the mark. If we are unaware of our spiritual failures,
just look into the law and we will see them in living color.

That is what James is talking about when he says,

“But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he
is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. For he
looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was
like.”

Have you ever been in a crowd of people and looked around at
some of the outfits people wear? Sometimes I honestly wonder if
they don’t have a mirror in their home. While on vacation a couple
weeks ago, I saw a rather rotund guy wearing a dirty tank-top that
only came halfway down his gut. You have to wonder what he was
thinking when he got dressed that morning. Is he oblivious or was
he going for a particular look? When we look at God’s law and then
walk away forgetting how we compared to it, we are like the guy in
the dirty tank-top that is too small for him. James goes on to say,

“But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty,
and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he
will be blessed in his doing.”

When we see where we do not measure up, when we see our

sin, God wants us to change. If the tank-top does not fit, put on a



bigger shirt! Where there is sin, repent. The Greek word for repent
literally means “to turn around.” When you look into the law and see
that you are going down the wrong path, stop! Turn around! Get
back on God’s path. That's what James means by being no hearer
who forgets but a doer who acts. If you look into the mirror and see
sin, turn around.

The Christian life is both the hardest and the easiest life one
can lead. It is hardest because we are by nature sinful human
beings. The mirror will always show us that we failed to hit the
target. No matter how hard we try, we will always come up short. It
is easiest because our brother, Jesus Christ, died on the cross and
suffered Hell to pay for all our failures. For that reason, the second
use of the law cannot condemn us. It can inform us. It can motivate
us to do better. But it cannot condemn us. We move ever forward
washed by baptismal waters, instructed by the Word, and nourished
by the very body and blood of Jesus. We move forward until we
reach the Promised Land where we will have sin stripped away from
us and we will be once more the holy people of God, completely

unencumbered by sin.



