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Trinity 1 – June 22, 2025 
Text:  Luke 16:19-31 
Theme: To Please God 
 

 “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine 

linen and who feasted sumptuously every day.” What do you think 

about Jesus’ description of this guy? There would be some who 

would think, “wow, what a lucky guy. He had everything.” But I 

would be sad if that was the way my Lord described me.  

This is why I have such a difficult time enjoying awards shows 

like the Academy Awards or the Toni’s. So much of what they 

applaud glorifies material achievements as though being beautiful 

and rich is everything one needs in this world. Then many of the 

actors have the gall to lecture us on the things of life that they think 

are truly important like global warming, a woman’s right to kill her 

unborn child, and that no people are illegal, especially all their 

household staff and gardeners. Their arrogance is overwhelming in 

the face of a world where, as far as we can tell, over ¾ of the 

inhabitants are going to Hell. If we believe the statistics, only 2.3 

billion of the world’s 8.2 billion people is Christian. Jesus clearly 

states in John 14, 

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me,” and yet, our biggest concern is that the 

earth becoming hotter? Things like that just don’t compare in 
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importance to ¾ of all people going to Hell. But what things like 

global warming, No King, and Anti-Israel rallies do is distract us 

from what is truly important, and Satan twitches with glee when 

that happens.  

 The rich man in the story that Jesus tells us would fit 

beautifully into Hollywood or any other place where the super-rich 

love to congregate. The words Jesus uses to describe him tell us that 

he is over the top with worldly ideas. Every day is a sumptuous 

feast. He wears the most expensive clothing. And he is horribly 

arrogant. Notice that even after he goes to Hell and is suffering the 

torments thereof, there is no repentance. He only begs to have 

Lazarus sent as a servant to bring him some cool water. That 

encapsulates the blindness and self-indulgence of such people. 

 Jesus, on the other hand, is not enamored of the rich man. He 

doesn’t even get a name. What’s the point? He’s doomed to Hell. He 

chose to live his life for himself, his pleasure, and to reject God. Now 

he pays the price for it. Jesus, I’m sure, was saddened by his choices 

but that is the power God gives us. From day one, we can choose to 

live our lives to please ourselves or we can choose to live our lives to 

please God. It is always our choice. Lazarus lived to please God. His 

name was given by Jesus, and it was important because his name 

was written in the Book of Life. That’s why he had the power to live 
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a God-pleasing life. He had not enjoyed sumptuous feasts and fine 

clothing on earth, but he would spend eternity in paradise because 

his name was written in the Book of Life. 

 Jesus tells this story to shake people up. He knows how easily 

we fall into the trap of money and possessions and power and all 

manner of earthly tangible things. He knows how Satan tempts us to 

forget about things spiritual and focus only on things temporal. It 

seems ridiculous. Why on earth would we put any more than the 

most necessary energy into worldly things when paradise awaits us. 

Why wouldn’t we devote all our energy to keeping our faith strong 

and vigilant, knowing that Satan is always trying to damage our 

faith so that we will lose our grasp of grace and so be damned. Why?  

 It is our sinful human nature that has been corrupted by sin, 

and so it continually reaches for Satan. Until the day we die, we will 

be plagued that way. But knowing that helps us. All we have to do is 

feed the faith God has already given us. Read His Word at home and 

in worship, remember our baptisms every day, and receive the body 

and blood of Christ regularly in Holy Communion. If faith is well fed, 

it will remain strong and we will automatically live lives that seek to 

please God. The better fed our faith is, the less we will be enamored 

of sumptuous feasts and fancy clothes. The better fed our faith is, 
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the more we will find joy in serving the Lord, doing good for our 

neighbors, and building up the Church. That’s the way it works.  

We cannot insulate ourselves from sin. Sin is part of our world 

and we are corrupted by it.  Only God can remove that corruption 

when we pass from this life. But until then, we can feed our faith to 

keep it strong.  With a strong faith, we will never be tempted to 

abandon Lazarus at the gate and join the rich man in his sumptuous 

feast and his worldly ways. 

 


