Trinity 7 — August 3, 2025
Text: Genesis 2:7-17
Theme: The Garden Awaits Our Return

I wonder if we think about what we are asking God in the
Prayer of the Day, “...we humbly implore You to put away from us all
hurtful things and to give us those things that are profitable for us.”
Think about that. When we pray that prayer, we are entrusting our
lives to God. There is no escape clause. We did not pray, “"put away
things that are hurtful as long as we don’t like them anyway.” We
did not pray “give us those things that are profitable as long as we
agree with you.” Either we commit or we don’t but we are not
allowed to have it both ways. In our text from Genesis today, we are
told,

“"The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden
to work it and keep it. And the LORD God commanded the man,
saying, ‘You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the
day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”” See, the thing about God
is that He is so cut and dried. There is no wiggle room with Him. He
made the Garden and pronounced it good. It was not just an opinion.
In our Sunday morning Bible Study a few months ago, we were
discussing Aesthetics. What makes something beautiful? The answer

is that something is beautiful if God says it is beautiful and there is



no other consideration. God pronounced the garden good. And being
good, it was beautiful.

God also put human beings in His garden to work. Work is good
too. In this culture, we too often complain about the work we do as
though it were a burden instead of a gift. We were not created to
lounge around and relax. Netflix, X-Box, and the computer might be
wonderful brief distractions but they should not be a lifestyle. We
were created to work and by work, I mean to actively serve God in
this world, regardless of whether we are being paid or not.

Many of you have heard my story about Sofie Gloss, Olinda
Sperry’s mom. When she was very elderly and barely able to walk
from her bed to her chair, she was feeling very depressed because
she felt useless. Sophie had worked her whole life and now she
couldn’t ever knit or crochet stuff for her family anymore. So, I gave
her a job. For the last year or so of her life, Sophie was the official
prayer for Trinity. She prayed through the directory as often and she
could and she reported to me regularly about whom she had prayed
and wanted to know if there were specific things that needed
praying on. She had a job she could do and that gave Sophie joy.

When I am tempted to complain about the work that God lays
before me, I remember Sophie and how she longed for meaningful

work. Likewise, when we pray to God to remove things that are



hurtful, I have to remember that I don’t always know what is hurtful
and what is just difficult. God never promised that our work would
be easy. When we pray, “"put away all things hurtful,” we might well
be praying for him to stop us from becoming wealthy, or from being
healed of some chronic condition, or from avoiding a difficult
situation. And when we pray for him to give us all things profitable,
we might be asking for more difficult work, or even a heart attack,
or financial ruin, or some relational upset. God knows what is good
and profitable for us, and God knows what truly hurts us. We do not
know that.

When parents send their toddler off to the corner for a time-
out, the toddler never says “"why thank you Father and Mother, I am
so pleased that you are disciplining me in this way so that I might
grow into a better and stronger person.” No, the toddler whines and
stamps her feet and decries the horrendous injustice she is suffering
at the hands of the very ones who are supposed to love her. Parents
smile and ignore the protest because they know what is best for the
child and do not expect the child to know that yet.

The Garden was beautiful. God placed His humans in the
Garden to serve Him by working the Garden. There was just one rule
and the humans would not keep it, thus destroying their own world

and wreaking havoc on God’s beautiful creation. God promised to fix



their disobedience by sending His own Son to receive the
punishment for their sin so that they would not have to be damned.
He did just that by sending His son to die on the cross and suffer Hell
to pay for all our sin.

Now we live in the “"not yet.” One day we will again live in the
beautiful Garden, but not yet. One day we will never be burdened by
sin again, but not yet. One day we will desire only that which is good
and have nothing but disdain for all evil, but not yet. St. Paul
describes life in the “"not yet” for us in our epistle for today.

“"When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to
righteousness. But what fruit were you getting at that time from the
things of which you are now ashamed? The end of those things is
death. But now that you have been set free from sin and have
become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its
end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Life in the “"not yet” is freedom from sin and slavery to God. We
do not have to give into sin and we know that God is working in our
lives to bring all things to good. Everything that we experience is
designed to bring us closer to Him. In essence, while not everything
we experience is pleasant or fun, it is all good, because God is using

it to draw us closer to Him. The question is, do we remember that?



If you find yourself doubting, open His Word and let Him speak
to you. If you find yourself tempted to do things that are contrary to
His will, remember the Baptismal waters that flow over you
shielding you from all evil and empowering you to turn away from
sin. If you find yourself feeling weak in the face of difficult
situations, eat and drink of His body and blood and know that His
very power is coursing through you to give you that strength to
conquer everything that challenges you. We cannot lose, you and 1.
We know that the fruit of sin is rotten. The wages of sin is death.
And God has already delivered us from this exile and our place in His

beautiful Garden awaits us.



