Pentecost 13 - August 18, 2024
Text: Proverbs 9:1-10
Theme: The Wisdom of God is Ours to Teach

I have told many parents and teachers not to try to outsmart a
teenager. They are smarter than you and way faster than you. Those
are their gifts given by God. You have to be smart and fast to survive
your early years. But as we grow older, if we continue to feed our
faith, we grow wise. Wisdom is something that only comes with
time, experience, and faith growth. You can’t teach it. You can’t

force it.

Our Old Testament reading today is from Proverbs. This section
of Proverbs is a collection of wisdom offered by a father to his son.
It is the duty of fathers, and all older men for that matter, to help
children gain wisdom by following the Lord. Luther says this of

Proverbs.

“For a man must go one of two ways: either he must let his
father chastise him or he must let the executioner punish him. As
they say, ‘You may escape me, but you will not escape the
hangman.’ And it would be good to impress this constantly on the
young people, so that they might know without any doubt that they
must suffer either the father’s rod or the executioner’s sword, just
as, in this book, Solomon is constantly threatening the disobedient

with death. There is no other way out, for God leaves nothing



unpunished. We see in our own experience that disobedient knaves
perish in strange ways; they finally come into the executioner’s
hands just when they least expect it and feel most secure. Public
testimony and signs of all this are the gallows, wheels, and places of
execution at the gates of all the cities. Through his temporal
government God has put them there to terrify all those who will not

obey their elders and let themselves be instructed in God’s word.”

God wants us to be wise, and King Solomon tells us in our

reading for today,

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the

knowledge of the Holy One is insight.”

I hear so often today from parents who do not bring their
children to Sunday School and worship that they don’t want to force
religion on their children. I understand wanting children to make the
right decisions on their own. We give them the tools and the
guidance and help them to choose the right paths on their own. But
that does not increase their wisdom. That is using your wisdom to
guide them but they can only receive their own wisdom from God.
It's similar to an adult who teaches a teenager how to bake a cake.
In the beginning they give detailed absolute instructions that must

be followed exactly. But eventually they have to help the person



they are teaching to understand the theory behind baking, which is
chemistry. Cooking is an art, and cooking is really quite subjective. 1
like spicy things, someone else likes their food more bland and in the
end, if my spicy chili is technically perfect, it will still taste terrible to
a person who prefers bland things. But baking, as opposed to
cooking, is more science than art. Baking depends on chemical
reactions that happen between ingredients, and all the reactions can

be manipulated by heat and time.

If I give a person multiple rules for living but never put them in
touch with the source of those rules, that is, the theory behind those
laws, I'm giving him a fish but not teaching him to fish. They need to
know God in order to grow in wisdom, and there is no shortcut
around that. Getting to really know God is a long, painstaking
process in which we first learn the stories, then the meaning behind
the stories and then we begin to hear the voice of the master behind
the meaning. As we hear His voice, we begin to have a relationship
with Him which the Bible calls “fear of the Lord.” We do not fear Him
as one might fear a malevolent figure in a dark alley, but as we
would fear the power of the sea. Something as vast and powerful as
the sea should inspire fear, respect, caution, and God created the

sea.



Proverbs encourages us to fear the Lord. As we help the people
we mentor in this life to fear the Lord, we help them, as Luther
suggests, avoid the executioner. People who do not grow in the
wisdom of the Lord become the scoffers and the wicked of whom

King Solomon speaks.

“"Whoever corrects a scoffer gets himself abuse, and he who
reproves a wicked man incurs injury. Do not reprove a scoffer, or he
will hate you....” That's why it does no good to advise someone who
wants no advice. Unasked for advice goes unheeded. You’re just

spitting into the wind. But a wise person? King Solomon says,

“...reprove a wise man, and he will love you. Give instruction to

a wise man, and he will be still wiser....”

The Proverbs of King Solomon are very instructive when it
comes to evangelism. You remember that Jesus warned us that
some would not listen and He advised us to shake the dust from our
sandals and move on. He did likewise in the Gospel for today. Some
of His disciples turned away from Him. Jesus did not chase after
them but simply asked the ones who remained if they wanted to
move forward or go back. Peter had one of his shining moments

when the wisdom within him said,



“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life,
and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy
One of God.” And so it goes for us as well. We are the teachers of
wisdom. Some will listen and come to fear God. Others will turn
away and seek an easier path. That is not in our control. We are only
the teachers. But we dare not be lazy in our teaching. We dare not
show children, by our actions, that there are more important things
than learning about God. We dare not live our lives as though
scoffers are not headed in the direction of the gallows. We are the
wise, made wise by being baptized into the name of God. We are
wise, fed by the body and blood of Jesus Christ himself. We hold the
words of eternal life in our hands and proclaiming those words with

our lips and our lives is our highest calling.



