Pentecost 14 -August 25, 2024
Text: Mark 7:1-13
Theme: TRADITION!

One of the dangers in religion is to allow oneself to become
bound by human tradition. Tradition is not bad in and of itself but it
can become bad if it begins to bind the Gospel or bypass the Gospel
in favor of human notions. For instance, we love traditional hymns in
this congregation, but if we ignored every good hymn written in
recent years because of tradition, that would be horrible
stewardship. We love the liturgy, but if we never taught the liturgy
to upcoming generations, or if we never understood why we do what
we do but just did it because it was tradition, that cheapens
worship. We don’t love the liturgy because it is tradition. We love it
because it communicates the Gospel so well. But if you don’t
understand that the Kyrie is a discussion between the pastor and his
people about the challenges we face in this sinful world, and the
hymn of praise is our celebration of God’s answer to those problems,
it becomes just a tradition and nothing more. But when you
understand the parts of the liturgy, they open a door unto God’s

Word that is beautiful and rich.

This is why I ask the question on a regular basis, "why are we
doing this?” If there is a Gospel reason, I support it. If it's just
because we have always done it that way or if it is just something

that seems fun or entertaining, we don’t have time for that kind of



nonsense. Judy and I decided a long time ago not to take the youth
to theme parks. What is the purpose? There is no real group
fellowship because they all break off into little groups or couples and
we don’t see them again until it is time to eat. There is no
opportunity for Bible study. I've tried. Doing Bible Study in a theme
park with teenagers hyped up on sugar is a special kind of Hell for
all concerned. There is no opportunity to witness our faith as a
group. There is no real learning about or interaction with other
people. So, we don’t do it. Whatever we do with the youth, we

endeavor to answer “"why?” Tradition doesn’t cut it as an answer.

Jesus encountered this with the Pharisees who wanted to
condemn him for not following their traditions of washing. These
rules did nothing to glorify God. They were just traditions. Jesus
pointed out that some of their traditions even broke God’s law. A
Jewish man could abandon his parents under certain conditions and
that flies flagrantly in the face of the 4t commandment. Whether we
like our parents or not, we are commanded by God to honor them.
Honor is not an emotional word. To honor one’s parents is to treat
them as the servants of God who were given the charge of rearing
you. They may have done a fantastic job or a horrible job. Most likely
it was somewhere in between fantastic and horrible because as any
parent can tell you, children do not arrive with an instruction

manual, so we are all learning as we go. Nevertheless, good, bad, or
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indifferent, we are called to honor our parents as God’s servants.
The same goes for all who have authority in our lives: police,
government officials, pastors, coaches, and teachers. We may or
may not like them. They may or may not do a stellar job, and yet, we
are called to give them honor as ones placed in authority by God.
That is why we pray for the President of the United States every
week. As the highest official in our land, he stands for all authority in
our civil government and community. We pray also for our Bishops
every week as the highest authority in our Church Body. All our
leaders both civil and religious are called by God to lead us. This is

not tradition. This is God’s calling.

This is a great example of where many Christians try to play
both sides of the fence. Is being Christian just a tradition? Can you
abandon the Word of God anytime it is more convenient to ignore it?
How can a Christian vote for a leader who advocates for ungodly
practices? Obviously, like parents, there are no perfect leaders but
we do our best to find leaders who promote Godliness. And there is a
huge difference between being an imperfect person, which we all
are, and actively advocating for ungodly things. The flip side of that
is a pietistic person who makes the rules his god and cares nothing

for the work of the Lord so long as the rules are kept.

The Pharisees had made the keeping of rules and traditions

their god. Their faith was not a living faith but a dead faith stuck in
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the traditions of human beings. Jesus encourages us. As we grow
through Word and Sacrament and worship Him regularly, our hearts
grow closer to Him. It is then that we find ourselves able to abandon
the traditions and commandments of human beings and strike out
into the unknown with our faith carrying us along. It is not a safe
and secure way to live because people bound by traditions will hate
us for abandoning their ways. But it is free and glorious when we are
able to live only for Jesus and do only what serves the kingdom of

God.

In order that we may live this way, we have to know the Word
of God. It is God’s Word that frees us. If we do not read, hear, and
inwardly digest God’s Word, we can never be free, and we will
always be bound to the traditions of one group or another. There’s
the story of the Goth girl sitting with her Goth friends all of whom
are dressed in black, with their hair dyed black, wearing black
lipstick, eyeshadow, and eyeliner, all with all manner of piercings all
over their faces who loudly proclaim their right to be individuals! It
is human nature to seek safety in being like everyone else in our
group. It is dangerous to trust God and proclaim the truth regardless
of what our group says. But oh, how freeing it is to ignore the

system and trust God alone.



