St. Michael and All Angels - September 29, 2024
Text: Daniel 10:10-14; 12:1-3
Theme: Daniel Had a Bad Day

We tend to lionize the prophets as though they were not
ordinary human beings. But the truth is that they were very ordinary
people. In fact, that was often the point of God choosing them. The
Apostles of Jesus’ day were the same kind of ordinary, and pastors
today also are ordinary human beings. That’s how God’s power is
magnified. If ordinary people can do such amazing things, and we
know that they are just ordinary, we know that God is at work
through them. Whenever I preach a sermon that is meaningful to
you, or you feel as though I looked inside your soul and preached
directly to you, be assured that it’'s not me. I have worked since 1
was a teenager to hone my craft of public speaking, and when I was
a teen, I thought it was in order that I might become a famous actor,
or a news commentator or a politician. But, as I grew, I understood
that it was all so that I could get myself out of God’s way, and not do
anything to detract, distract or diminish what He was doing through
His Word. Once I understood why I was doing what I was doing, it
made the ministry a joy rather than a burden. I was one who had
been set aside by God to be His mouthpiece, His conduit, and that is
why I strive to this day and will continue until I leave this life, to
hone my craft so that I can be a worthy conduit of God’s Almighty

Word.



Having said all that, while there is great joy in serving the Lord,
that is not to say that there are not bad days being God’s conduit.
Daniel was having some bad days. If you read the Book of Daniel,
you will see that he faced some enormous challenges. Everyone
knows the big one; ending up in the lion’s den. Like all of God’s
spokesmen through time, if you are faithful to God’s Word,
sometimes you will be loved and cherished, and just as quickly, you
can be the scapegoat for everyone’s problems. The challenge, of
course, is to stay on point and keep proclaiming the truth of God’s
Word no matter if people are upset with you and cursing the day you
were born, or if they are lauding your name as the best thing since
sliced bread. If a prophet is doing his job, he never needs to worry
about any danger in the world, but he also dares never believe that
it is about him, because he is just the conduit through which God is
choosing to send His grace. Today we celebrate the 56 years that
God used our Preschool as a conduit through which He poured out
His Grace on hundreds of children in our community. Some of those
years were full of happiness and joy. Some of those years were
difficult. But God was always there to lift us up and empower us to
do His bidding for His children. That particular conduit has closed
now but we rejoice today that we ere privileged to serve the Lord in

that way.



Today is also the celebration of St. Michael and All Angels. We
remember particularly how God lifts us up and empowers us to do
His will, not only through His means of Grace: Baptism, the Lord’s
Supper, and the Word, but that He also quite literally sends the
heavenly host to back us up. In our Old Testament text, we read that

an angel came to Daniel when he was struggling and said,

“Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart
to understand and humbled yourself before your God, your words

have been heard, and I have come because of your words.”

How amazing is that? God sent one of the angels to lift Daniel’s
spirits. Do you think He sends His angels to us as well? I wonder
how many times we have had angels do the same for us, but
because we are so bound to what we think is scientific, and we are
so concerned about, and imbedded in whatever society is clamoring
about, I wonder if we have ignored our angels. The angels were
created to serve God by ministering to us. Have you ever had
someone say something to you when you were at a loss, and that
was exactly what you needed to hear? Have you ever had a dream
that filled you with hope and joy? Have you ever had a near miss on
the freeway, but you cannot explain how you missed? I believe that

these are angels at work in our lives.



God promises to send His angels to surround us and I believe
that He does exactly that. If we open our eyes and ears of faith, I
think we might even see them and hear them. Several times I have
been with dying people who see people in the room that I cannot see
and they are comforted and calmed by the presence of those people.
I believe that these are angels waiting to do their final work for us,
which is to escort us to heaven. That’s why no Christian need ever
fear death. We are never alone. As we near the dark door of death,

God’s sends His angels to lift us up and carry us to paradise.

And finally, on the last day, after all the evil that is to happen
on this earth has happened, the Archangel Michael will be there with
His might army to deliver us. What kind of magnificence is that?
When Neal was stationed in Norfolk, VA, Noah, and I went to visit
him and go for a ride on the U.S.S. Lincoln. That was one of the most
awe-inspiring things in my life. I drove onto the base and proceeded
down to the docks and moored side-by-side were four of our aircraft
carriers: the Abraham Lincoln, the George H.W. Bush, the Dwight D.
Eisenhower, and the Gerald R. Ford. Four ships that are over 1,000 ft
long, some 300 ft across and 18 stories from top to bottom. As I
looked at those great and terrible warships, I thought of how
terrifying it would be to see them sail into your port if you were our

enemy. Then I thought of the hosts of heaven, commanded by the



Archangel Michael and that these mighty warships were like toy

boats in a toddler’s bath compared to the Host of Heaven.

That is who has our back. Being a child of God is not a warm
feeling or a happy story. This is what atheists can never understand.
We are protected by the most powerful force this world has ever
known or ever will know and that is what we celebrate on this day:
St. Michael and All Angels. We celebrate that not only are we not
alone but that we are protected from the moment we are conceived
until the day we are ushered into Heaven by this tremendous force,
and when the angels tell us to “fear not,” they mean it and they will
back it up from now until that great and glorious day when we all

get to join them in Heaven before the throne of God.



