Pentecost 16 —-September 8, 2024
Text: James 2: 1-10, 14-18
Theme: Faith Conquers all Evil

Faith is not a persona, nor is it a character trait. In other words, it is
not something one can take off or put on at will. Faith is not something of
which we are even in control. Faith was put into us from outside. It was
created in us by God at our baptisms. That is what we call alien forensic
Jjustification. Alien: it comes from outside of us. Forensic: it is a legal
pronouncement. Justification: we receive full pardon from all our sin. But
as James points out, while we have received the gift of faith, it does not
bind itself to us. We are free to abandon faith anytime we wish, and if we
do, it will die. And when it dies, we will no longer be able to do any good

works.

James talks a lot about the relationship between faith and works. All
good works are produced by faith. We do not care what society calls good.
If an unbeliever does something society deems as good, we do not
recognize it as good because God does not recognize it as good. It has
nothing to do with them being nice people or warm-hearted. It is as
simple as this, if you have no faith, good works are impossible. Good

works are the fruit of faith.

Like a dying tree will produce rotten fruit, so a dying faith will
produce shriveled and sickly works, or no works at all. And what many

people don’t know is that you can have people with sick and dying faith



even within the body of Christ. James probably used an example that he
had seen in the Jerusalem Church. The well-dressed man is treated with
honor, and a beggar is treated like an animal. This kind of thing is done by
a person with weak or dead faith. I have seen the same thing in my life. I
have been in churches that treat people of higher social status as though
they are better than average when in fact, it might well be, and probably
is, the destitute person who has the greater faith, and if he has greater

faith, he will have greater works as well.

This is why we need to be blind towards status, age, wealth,
position, etc. None of those human things have anything to do with great
faith. Instead look for loving Christian works, true Biblical teaching, and a
forgiving spirit: these are the things of God and only these are truly good
works in God’s eyes. True, Godly works can only come from faith, and
faith can only be measured by Godly works. If you examine your life and
feel like there is a lack of works in your life, don’t strive harder to do good
works, rather, feed your faith with Word and Sacrament so that your faith
will grow and when it does, you will do greater works. It is automatic. Big
faith. Big works. Weak faith. Weak works. Too many people focus on the

symptom instead of the problem.

James asks,



“"What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does
not have works? Can that faith save him?"” Can a faith without works even
be alive? Faith produces good works. No works. No faith. So, James is not
saying that we are saved by works. He is saying that if you have no
works, then you must have no faith because faith automatically produces
works. That is why our goal at Trinity is to feed the faith of everyone who
walks through those doors. Whether they already have giant faith or
miniscule faith. Whether they are rich or poor, young, or old, our calling is
to help them grow in Christ. We are unapologetically crusaders for Jesus
Christ. As he opened the ears of the deaf man in the Gospel for today, so

he continues opening spiritual ears in our day.

The reason James is concerned about how we treat people is that
Jesus calls us to be His conduits. We are the ones privileged to carry
faith’s healing grace to all who desire it. Then, we stand back and watch
what faith can do. That is the greatest joy of a Christian: to be able to
watch faith created and grace flow into a person, and then see faith grow
in another human being. As faith grows, greater and greater works are
produced, and soon, that person whose faith may have once been on
death’s doorstep is doing works greater than many ever imagined
possible. That is what will happen when you feed faith. This has practical
implications for us in our own lives as well. If you examine your life and

find some bad behavior that you want to change, feed your faith. If you



are angry with someone and cannot seem to overcome the anger and
forgive, feed your faith. If you find yourself trapped in some kind of
addiction that is controlling your life, feed your faith. The answer to every

moral or spiritual problem is to feed your faith.

It seems too easy for us. We are looking for something that we can
do. We make feeding our faith tangential at best. It might be fine to feed
faith but how is that supposed to help me stop committing this sin? We
must have to do something too. Sometimes we become too caught up in
“doing something.” Anytime we are trying to change something about our
lives, we feel like there ought to be something to do, and there are things
to be done, but the order of things needs to be correct. The doing can only
come after the feeding. That is the only way what you do will be right.
Focus less on the symptom and more on the problem and the solution.

The problem is sin. The solution is Word and Sacrament.

The way we combat sin is with Word and Sacrament which builds
faith. As faith grows, works increase and the symptoms of sin begin to
recede. Sin cannot stand firm in the face of faith. As surely as darkness
recedes in the light, so sin recedes when confronted with faith. Faith is
our secret weapon against all things evil. Build your faith and evil
recedes. It simply has no other choice. If you light a candle in a dark
room, the darkness must recede from the light. It simply has no other

choice.



